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Ambassador Christine 
Schraner Burgener presents 
her credentials, signalling  
a renewed focus on 
partnership, investment  
and practical cooperation 

— © Ministry 
of Information, Zimbabwe

Switzerland’s new Ambassador to Zim-
babwe, Mrs. Christine Schraner Burge-
ner, has formally begun her tour of duty 
after presenting her credentials to  
President Emmerson Mnangagwa at 
State House in Harare. She will also serve 
as Switzerland’s Ambassador to Zambia 
and Malawi, with residence in Harare.

The ceremony was more than a dip-
lomatic formality. It came as Zimba-
bwe seeks to deepen its engagement 
with international partners and  
attract investment, while Switzerland 
looks to build on a relationship that  
already extends across development 
cooperation, trade, investment, inno-
vation and people-to-people ties.

President Mnangagwa described 
the relationship with Switzerland as 
one in which there is scope to deepen 
partnerships in development, innova-
tion and commerce. Ambassador 
Schraner Burgener, for her part, 
pointed to the substantial presence of 

Swiss companies in Zimbabwe and said she 
would encourage more Swiss enterprises to  
explore opportunities in the country.

There is a practical reason for this em-
phasis on business. Zimbabwe has consid-
erable economic potential, from mining 
and agriculture to tourism and renewa-
ble energy, but converting potential into 
investment requires confidence, predict-
ability and strong commercial relation-
ships. The double taxation agreement  
between Switzerland and Zimbabwe, 
which the Ambassador highlighted, pro-

vides one of the instruments for making 
greater economic engagement easier.

The agenda is broader than trade. 
Switzerland and Zimbabwe already 
cooperate in areas including govern-
ance, human rights, peacebuilding 
and development, with Swiss-sup-
ported programmes designed to 
strengthen institutions, livelihoods 
and resilience. The new Ambassador’s 
experience spans diplomacy, interna-
tional cooperation and conf lict  
prevention.

Editorial 

DEAR READERS

The enduring relationship between Switzerland 
and South Africa is a welcome reminder of how  
diplomacy can build bridges across differences and 
turn diversity into a source of strength. With more 
than a century of ties and growing cooperation in 
trade, investment, science, education and skills  

development, the partnership today reaches far  
beyond traditional diplomacy. Have a look at this 
article which offers an insightful glimpse into a 
elationship grounded in mutual respect, shared 
values and a commitment to working together for 
the future.

WARM REGARDS, GISEL A PIERCEY
GISEL A PIERCEY,  
EDITOR «SWISS REVIEW 
SOUTHERN AFRICA»

Zimbabwe: 

A new envoy, a new impetus: Swiss Ambassador presents 
credentials in Harare
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Switzerland and South Africa reaffirmed 
the strength and depth of their long-
standing bilateral relationship during 
the Swiss National Day Reception held at 
the Residence of Switzerland in Waterk-
loof, Pretoria, in August.

Hosted by H.E. Mr. Mirko Manzoni, Am-
bassador of Switzerland to South Africa, 
the reception brought together repre-
sentatives of government, the diplo-
matic corps, business, civil society and 
other stakeholders to celebrate Swit-
zerland’s National Day while reflecting 
on the growing partnership between 
the two countries.
Representing the South African  
Government was  Honourable Pieter 
Groenewald, Minister of Correctional 
Services, who delivered the keynote ad-
dress. In his opening remarks, Ambas-
sador Manzoni reflected on the signif-
icance of Swiss National Day and the 
history of the Swiss Confederation, 
while drawing parallels between Swit-
zerland and South Africa.
Switzerland, he noted, is a country of 
four official languages and 26 cantons, 
while South Africa has 12 official lan-
guages. Despite their differences, both 
countries have demonstrated that di-
versity can coexist with national unity.
Ambassador Manzoni also reflected on 
his diplomatic career and his experi-
ence working in countries affected by 
conflict and political instability. He said 
his experience had shaped his appreci-
ation for dialogue and the importance 
of choosing cooperation over division.

Since arriving in South Africa in 2023, the 
Ambassador said he had travelled across all 
nine provinces, giving him an opportunity 
to experience the country’s diversity, re-
silience, beauty and challenges firsthand.

Minister Groenewald highlights South 
Africa’s diversity
Minister Groenewald echoed the Ambas-
sador’s remarks, emphasising the impor-
tance of national identity, diversity and 
mutual respect. Welcoming guests in  
several languages, including English, Ger-
man and Setswana, the Minister said the 
country’s diversity should be viewed as a 
strength rather than a source of division. 
He highlighted South Africa’s constitu-
tional commitment to diversity and noted 
that South African Sign Language had  
become the country’s 12th official lan-
guage. For Minister Groenewald, the na-
tional anthems played at diplomatic occa-
sions provide a powerful reminder that 
countries can maintain their distinct iden-
tities while working together towards a 
shared future. 

“Strength in our diversity.”
The Minister also praised Switzerland for 

its political stability, respect for differ-
ences and long-standing democratic 
traditions, joking about Switzerland’s 
frequent referendums and its famously 
disciplined approach to traffic rules.

A relationship built over more than a 
century
The Swiss–South African relationship 
has deep historical roots. According to 
Switzerland’s Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the first Swiss consu-
late in South Africa was opened in Pre-
toria in 1887, with the representation  
elevated to embassy status in  1960.  
The relationship has since expanded 
well beyond diplomatic representation 
to encompass trade and investment, 
science and research, education, skills 
development, culture, peace mediation 
and multilateral cooperation.
Switzerland’s Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs reports that bilateral 
trade between Switzerland and South 
Africa exceeded CHF 5.8 billion in 2025. 
More than  100 Swiss companies  have 
subsidiaries or production facilities in 
South Africa, employing approxi-
mately 50,000 people.
The two countries also maintain exten-
sive cooperation in science, research 
and innovation. Their  Swiss–South  
African Joint Research Programme,  
established in 2007, has supported sci-
entific and technological cooperation 
between researchers in both countries.

Article: Mndeni Mthabela, www.diplomacysa.co.za

South Africa 

Switzerland and South Africa Celebrate Enduring Diplomatic Ties

Photo: Honourable Pieter 
Groenewald (in the 
middle) with Swiss 
Ambassador to South 
Africa, Mirko Manzoni (on 
the right).

The Swiss Ambassador 
has visited all 
nine provinces 
of South Africa.

http://www.diplomacysa.co.za


Regional news

Swiss Review / October 2026

III

SWISS CLUB INFO

GAUTENG
Swiss Society Alpina 
Pretoria,  
Contact: Ross Blignaut, President 
C 082 851 0202  
swissclub.alpina@gmail.com
ross.blignaut@gmail.com
Facebook: Swiss Club Alpina Pretoria 

Swiss Country Club

31 Moerdyk Street, Midrand
Contact: Max Waspe 083 412 0161, 
T 011 805 3039
office@swissclubjhb.co.za 
Website: www.swissclubjhb.co.za/

Swiss Country Club Rest

«The Courier», T 011 805 3040 
Devan Govender,  C 079 519 3563, 
Tue-Sat 11-21h30 Rest./kitchen, 
Sun 10-17h, 11-24h Bar 

	■ Our Clubs of Society: Amicale Suisse 
Romande, Boccia, Skittling Club.
Associated Groups: Swiss Choir, 
Swiss Rifle Club, Swiss Golf, Senior 
Swiss Circle meets every 2nd Saturday 
of the month for Lunch, Swiss Ladies 
meet every 4th Thursday of the month 
for lunch.

Pro Ticino Pro Grischun Boccia Club

Johannesburg
Contact: Felix Gerber 
gerber.felix@icloud.com

CAPE TOWN
Swiss Social and Sports Club 
P.O. Box 2279, Cape Town, 8000
Contact: info@swissclub.co.za 
PRESIDENT: Christian Schiess, 
president@swissclub.co.za 
C 079 088 8233
VICE PRESIDENT/Treasurer: Andreas 
Reichmuth, treasurer@swissclub.co.za
C 083 297 3803

SECRETARY: Chayenne Rusi, 
secretary@swissclub.co.za
C 082 569 8446

Swiss Rifle Club Cape Town

PRESIDENT: Dierk Lüthi,  C 083 441 4626  
hdluthi@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Eric (Pops) Fraser  
C 072 570 2915, popsfraser@gmail.com
TREASURER: Marcel Matusik 
C 082 650 0662   
email: treasurer@swissrifleclub.capetown
website: https://swissrifleclub.capetown 
Facebook: swiss rif le club - cape town & 
swiss rif le club cape town.

	■ We shoot at the Navy's KLAWER shoot-
ing range off Red Hill road above Simon's 
Town, near "Just Nuisance" grave. 
Occasionally we use the Atlantis 'Good 
Hope' range of the SA Army. In May we 
hold our popular 'Piggy Shoot' at the 
WCSU range, also near Atlantis. 
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HONORARY CONSULATE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

DURBAN
CONSULAT HONORAIRE DE SUISSE / 

HONORARY CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND IN DURBAN

Flat 1, Retford Hall
151 Lena Ahrens Road, Glenwood
Durban 4001
AFRIQUE DU SUD
T +27 83 767 28 32
Email: durban@honrep.ch

BOTSWANA
Consulat Honoraire de Suisse / 
Honorary Consulate of Switzerland in Gaborone

Bryte Risk Services Botswana
P. O. Box 1221, 7th Floor Building 2 
(Fairscape Tower) Fairscape Precinct, 
Plot 70667, Gaborone, Botswana
T +26 771 54 3491 or +26 73 635 010 
Email: gaborone@honrep.ch

ZAMBIA
Consulat Honoraire de Suisse / 
Honorary Consulate of Switzerland in Lusaka

697 Kalambo Road, North-End DBD

IMPRESSUM
DELEGATES OF THE ORGANISATION OF THE SWISS ABROAD FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA

Hans-Georg Bosch, aso@hbosch.com 
OSA  -  Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad responsible for Southern Africa and representing Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Pierre-Yves Roten, pyroten@mac.com 
OSA  -  Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad responsible for Southern Africa and representing Mauritius

Gisela Piercey, giselapiercey@gmail.com
Editor of Swiss Review Southern Africa 

FOR ADDRESS CHANGES, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICIAL SWISS REPRESENTATION IN YOUR COUNTRY AND DON’T EMAIL THE EDITOR OF SWISS REVIEW SOUTHERN AFRICA. THANK YOU.

NEXT REGIONAL ISSUE DEADLINE

Issue 	 Next Deadline 	 Distribution
05/26	 20/11/2026	 18/12/2026

KWAZULU-NATAL
Swiss Club Natal   
Durban 
PRESIDENT: Kurt Bacher, 
Contact: kurtbacher@mweb.co.za
http://www.swissclubnatal.org.za/  

	■ JASS EVENTS:  This is held on the  
second Friday of each month and will 
commence at 2 p.m. and is held at Rolf 
Klein Jass Stube, 3 Bona Terra Road,  
Assagay (directions on our website).  

	■ SPORT TARGET SHOOTING:  
Held on the 4th Saturday of each month 
(weather permitting) commencing at 
08:30 a.m.- Nottingham Road (calendar  
available on our website).  

*For more up-to-date information 
regarding times/venues/directions, 
please visit our most informative 
website – www.swissclubnatal.org.za

LIMPOPO
Swiss Club Far North 
Modjadjiskloof
Contact: Francois Schwalb
C +27 76 945 3948 
francois@zz2.co.za

Club Suisse de Maurice

PRESIDENT: Rudolf Koller
C +230 5 802 55 50
clubsuissedemaurice@gmail.com
Facebook: https://fr-fr.facebook.com/
swissclubmauritius

Lusaka, Zambie
T +260 211 224 580 or +260 211 225 436
Email: lusaka@honrep.ch

NAMIBIA
Consulate General Honoraire de Suisse / 
Honorary General Consulate of Switzerland 
in Windhoek

Craft Café Namibia
Namibia Craft Centre
Old Breweries Building
40 Tal Street
Windhoek, Namibia
Telephone and Fax: +264 816 507 075

MAURITIUS
Consulate General Honoraire de Suisse / Honorary 
General Consulate of Switzerland in Port Louis

24, avenue des Hirondelles
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius
T +230 427 55 07
Email: mauritius@honrep.ch

 

 

 
 

      worldwide moving service 
 
to and from anywhere in Switzerland and the world 

 

• Personal service and individual advice 
• Door to door service for household goods, cars and motor bikes 
• Full and partial container service to/from all major places in the 
 USA, Canada, Australia, Asia, Latin America, Middle East + Africa 

 
 phone +41 44 466 9000 
Wiesenstrasse 39 WhatsApp +41 79 827 0070 
CH-8952 Schlieren Zurich www.swiss-moving-service.ch 
Switzerland info@swiss-moving-service.ch 
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