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Rooibos tea 
- natural 
resources 
as drivers 
of economic 
growth.

From rooibos to indigenous botanicals, 
South Africa’s natural wealth is increas-
ingly in demand worldwide. A Swiss-
backed initiative aims to turn this biodi-
versity into sustainable economic 
growth—while ensuring local communi-
ties benefit and ecosystems are protected.

Switzerland is deepening its eco-
nomic cooperation with South Africa 
through a new phase of support for the 
region’s fast-growing biotrade indus-
try. The initiative, led by State Secre-
tariat for Economic Affairs (SECO),  
focuses on strengthening sustainable 
value chains built around natural  
ingredients and biodiversity. The third 
phase of the programme runs from late 
2025 to the end of 2028 with a budget 
of CHF 2.5 million.The project comes 
at a time when global demand for nat-
ural, organic, and sustainably sourced 
products continues to rise. Consumers 
in Europe, the United States, and Japan 
are increasingly seeking ingredients 
that are both environmentally friendly 
and ethically produced.

South Africa’s untapped biodiversity potential

South Africa is uniquely positioned to 
benefit from this trend. It is the third 
most biologically diverse country in the 
world, home to more than 21,000 plant 
species, many of which are found no-
where else.  This biodiversity creates 
strong potential for high-value exports in 
sectors such as cosmetics, food ingredi-
ents, and natural health products.  
However, the sector still faces structural 

challenges. Barriers such as regula-
tory complexity, limited market  
access, and fragmented industry coor-
dination have slowed growth.

Supporting small businesses and 
communities

Switzerland’s programme aims to 
address these bottlenecks by consoli-
dating earlier progress rather than 
launching entirely new initiatives.  

Editorial 
 
DEAR READERS

SA Swiss-backed initiative is helping turn South-
ern Africa’s extraordinary biodiversity into high-
value, sustainable exports with global demand.  
Iconic natural ingredients such as rooibos and 
marula are becoming part of a growing market  

that links ethical sourcing, conservation, and  
economic opportunity. The story reveals how 
Swiss investment is directly shaping livelihoods, 
trade, and environmental protection in South  
Africa and across the region.

WARM REGARDS, GISEL A PIERCEY
GISEL A PIERCEY,  
EDITOR «SWISS REVIEW 
SOUTHERN AFRICA»

South Africa: 

Switzerland backs South Africa’s biotrade future
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When Your Swiss Bank Closes the Door
— The Clock Starts Now

Account Closures...
What Comes Next?

A Structured Alternative:
Levantine & Co

An increasing number of Swiss
citizens living in South Africa are
receiving notices from Swiss
banks that their accounts are
being closed.  Often overlooking
decades-long relationships with
their private clients, institutions
are increasingly prioritising larger,
more profitable partnerships
amid rising cross border
regulatory costs.
For affected clients, the
implications are immediate:
limited time to act, uncertainty
around alternative banking
arrangements, and the
complexity of managing cross-
border transfers and compliance
from abroad.

At Levantine & Co, we provide a
fully integrated, end-to-end
solution to help our Swiss clients.
From opening a new offshore
account to managing the
complete transfer of your assets,
we handle the entire process
efficiently and in full compliance
with regulatory requirements.
Beyond the transition, we deliver
discretionary portfolio
management aligned with your
long-term objectives, provide
access to institutional-quality
investment solutions, and ensure
ongoing reporting with dedicated
client servicing. 

We have supported Swiss citizens
and internationally connected
clients for nearly a decade -
offering continuity, clarity, and a
disciplined approach to long-
term wealth preservation.
Levantine & Co is a partner built
for a changing landscape. As
private banking evolves, so too
should your wealth strategy. 

Levantine & Co offers a solution
designed for today’s realities -
not yesterday’s constraints.

Serving Swiss Nationals
Since 2016

INVESTMENT SOLUTIONS made for you

To explore available options, please contact Laurent Joly
+27 84 299 2584
laurent@levantine-co.com

mailto:laurent@levantine-co.com
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SWISS CLUB INFO

GAUTENG
Swiss Society Alpina 
Pretoria,  
Contact: Ross Blignaut, President 
C 082 851 0202  
swissclub.alpina@gmail.com
ross.blignaut@gmail.com
Facebook: Swiss Club Alpina Pretoria 

Swiss Country Club

31 Moerdyk Street, Midrand
Contact: Max Waspe 083 412 0161, 
T 011 805 3039
office@swissclubjhb.co.za 
Website: www.swissclubjhb.co.za/

Swiss Country Club Rest

«The Courier», T 011 805 3040 
Devan Govender,  C 079 519 3563, 
Tue-Sat 11-21h30 Rest./kitchen, 
Sun 10-17h, 11-24h Bar 

	■ Our Clubs of Society: Amicale Suisse 
Romande, Boccia, Skittling Club.
Associated Groups: Swiss Choir, 
Swiss Rifle Club, Swiss Golf, Senior 
Swiss Circle meets every 2nd Saturday 
of the month for Lunch, Swiss Ladies 
meet every 4th Thursday of the month 
for lunch.

Pro Ticino Pro Grischun Boccia Club

Johannesburg
Contact: Felix Gerber 
gerber.felix@icloud.com

CAPE TOWN
Swiss Social and Sports Club 
P.O. Box 2279, Cape Town, 8000
Contact: info@swissclub.co.za 
PRESIDENT: Christian Schiess, 
president@swissclub.co.za 
C 079 088 8233
VICE PRESIDENT/Treasurer: Andreas 
Reichmuth, treasurer@swissclub.co.za
C 083 297 3803

SECRETARY: Chayenne Rusi, 
secretary@swissclub.co.za
C 082 569 8446

Swiss Rifle Club Cape Town

PRESIDENT: Dierk Lüthi,  C 083 441 4626  
hdluthi@gmail.com
SECRETARY: Eric (Pops) Fraser  
C 072 570 2915, popsfraser@gmail.com
TREASURER: Marcel Matusik 
C 082 650 0662   
email: treasurer@swissrifleclub.capetown
website: https://swissrifleclub.capetown 
Facebook: swiss rif le club - cape town & 
swiss rif le club cape town.

	■ We shoot at the Navy's KLAWER shoot-
ing range off Red Hill road above Simon's 
Town, near "Just Nuisance" grave. 
Occasionally we use the Atlantis 'Good 
Hope' range of the SA Army. In May we 
hold our popular 'Piggy Shoot' at the 
WCSU range, also near Atlantis. 

The current phase is designed as the  
final stage of a long-term intervention 
that began in 2018. At its core, the project  
focuses on strengthening small and  
medium-sized enterprises. 

These businesses are key drivers of in-
novation and employment in the biotrade 
sector but often lack the resources to meet 
international standards. Through techni-
cal and financial support, companies will 
be helped to improve compliance with  
Access and Benefit Sharing regulations.

This includes ensuring that biodiver-
sity is used sustainably and that benefits 
are shared fairly with local communities. 
Improving product quality, traceability, 
and safety is another central objective.  
By meeting international requirements, 
South African producers can better ac-
cess global markets and compete with es-
tablished suppliers.

Building a stronger industry ecosystem

The programme also seeks to strengthen 
collaboration across the sector. Industry 
associations will receive support to  
coordinate efforts and implement  

broader development strategies.
At At the policy level, governments 

will be assisted in creating a more  
nabling environment for biotrade. 

This includes fostering cooperation 
between stakeholders and improving 
regulatory frameworks. A key focus is on 
building long-term resilience. By en-
hancing skills, institutions, and partner-
ships, the initiative aims to create a  
sustainable and inclusive industry.

Long-term impact and regional opportunity

The expected outcomes include a 
pipeline of export-ready businesses  
capable of scaling production and enter-
ing new markets. There will also be 
stronger partnerships across regions and 
sectors, including transboundar y  
collaborations within Southern Africa.

In addition, national systems are  
expected to improve in supporting con-
servation and equitable benefit sharing. 
This aligns economic development with 
environmental protection and commu-
nity inclusion. Earlier phases of the  
programme have already delivered  

tangible results. 
Pa r ticipating compa nies have  

expanded market access, developed new 
products, and increased their produc-
tion capacity. The new phase builds on 
these achievements while preparing for 
a gradual exit.

Rather than expanding the pro-
gramme, Switzerland is focusing on  
ensuring that gains are sustained inde-
pendently. Ultimately, the initiative 
reflects a broader shift in global trade. 
Natural resources and biodiversity are no 
longer seen only as environmental assets 
but also as drivers of economic growth. 
For South Africa and its regional partners, 
this presents a significant opportunity.

With the right support, the biotrade 
sector could become a key contributor to 
jobs, exports, and sustainable develop-
ment. Switzerland’s involvement high-
lights the growing importance of  
international partnerships in unlocking 
this potential. 

It also underscores the strategic role 
of Southern Africa in supplying the 
world with high-quality, sustainable 
natural products.
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HONORARY CONSULATE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

DURBAN
CONSULAT HONORAIRE DE SUISSE / 

HONORARY CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND IN DURBAN

Flat 1, Retford Hall
151 Lena Ahrens Road, Glenwood
Durban 4001
AFRIQUE DU SUD
T +27 83 767 28 32
Email: durban@honrep.ch

BOTSWANA
Consulat Honoraire de Suisse / 
Honorary Consulate of Switzerland in Gaborone

Bryte Risk Services Botswana
P. O. Box 1221, 7th Floor Building 2 
(Fairscape Tower) Fairscape Precinct, 
Plot 70667, Gaborone, Botswana
T +26 771 54 3491 or +26 73 635 010 
Email: gaborone@honrep.ch

ZAMBIA
Consulat Honoraire de Suisse / 
Honorary Consulate of Switzerland in Lusaka

697 Kalambo Road, North-End DBD

IMPRESSUM
DELEGATES OF THE ORGANISATION OF THE SWISS ABROAD FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA

Hans-Georg Bosch, aso@hbosch.com 
OSA  -  Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad responsible for Southern Africa and representing Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Pierre-Yves Roten, pyroten@mac.com 
OSA  -  Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad responsible for Southern Africa and representing Mauritius

Gisela Piercey, giselapiercey@gmail.com
Editor of Swiss Review Southern Africa 

FOR ADDRESS CHANGES, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICIAL SWISS REPRESENTATION IN YOUR COUNTRY AND DON’T EMAIL THE EDITOR OF SWISS REVIEW SOUTHERN AFRICA. THANK YOU.

NEXT REGIONAL ISSUE DEADLINES

Issue 	 Next Deadline 	 Distribution
03/26	 18/06/2026	 17/07/2026
04/26	 04/09/2026	 02/10/2026
05/26	 20/11/2026	 18/12/2026

KWAZULU-NATAL
Swiss Club Natal   
Durban 
PRESIDENT: Kurt Bacher, 
Contact: kurtbacher@mweb.co.za
http://www.swissclubnatal.org.za/  

	■ JASS EVENTS:  This is held on the  
second Friday of each month and will 
commence at 2 p.m. and is held at Rolf 
Klein Jass Stube, 3 Bona Terra Road,  
Assagay (directions on our website).  

	■ SPORT TARGET SHOOTING:  
Held on the 4th Saturday of each month 
(weather permitting) commencing at 
08:30 a.m.- Nottingham Road (calendar  
available on our website).  

*For more up-to-date information 
regarding times/venues/directions, 
please visit our most informative 
website – www.swissclubnatal.org.za

LIMPOPO
Swiss Club Far North 
Modjadjiskloof
Contact: Francois Schwalb
C +27 76 945 3948 
francois@zz2.co.za

Club Suisse de Maurice

PRESIDENT: Rudolf Koller
C +230 5 802 55 50
clubsuissedemaurice@gmail.com
Facebook: https://fr-fr.facebook.com/
swissclubmauritius

Lusaka, Zambie
T +260 211 224 580 or +260 211 225 436
Email: lusaka@honrep.ch

NAMIBIA
Consulate General Honoraire de Suisse / 
Honorary General Consulate of Switzerland 
in Windhoek

Craft Café Namibia
Namibia Craft Centre
Old Breweries Building
40 Tal Street
Windhoek, Namibia
Telephone and Fax: +264 816 507 075

MAURITIUS
Consulate General Honoraire de Suisse / Honorary 
General Consulate of Switzerland in Port Louis

24, avenue des Hirondelles
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius
T +230 427 55 07
Email: mauritius@honrep.ch

 

 

 
 

      worldwide moving service 
 
to and from anywhere in Switzerland and the world 

 

• Personal service and individual advice 
• Door to door service for household goods, cars and motor bikes 
• Full and partial container service to/from all major places in the 
 USA, Canada, Australia, Asia, Latin America, Middle East + Africa 

 
 phone +41 44 466 9000 
Wiesenstrasse 39 WhatsApp +41 79 827 0070 
CH-8952 Schlieren Zurich www.swiss-moving-service.ch 
Switzerland info@swiss-moving-service.ch 
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