ROLAND ISLER
REGIONAL EDITOR - OCEANIA

COUNCIL OF THE SWISS ABROAD (CSA) - AUSTRALIA IMPORTANT: ETIAS (European Travel Information
Editorial: and Authorisation System)
With the struggles of the COVID years A major step in strengthening border security for the
still vivid in our memories, we see the Schengen Area (of which Switzerland is a part of) will be
whole world been thrown into turmoil the introduction of the European Travel Information and
once again. This time by a dramatic Authorisation System (ETIAS), which is expected to
escalation of the conflict in the Middle East that nobody become operational in the last quarter of 2026.
can predict when it will end. The economic downturn If you are planning to travel to Switzerland (or the EU)
and resulting cost of living increase may hit many of us later in the year, please familiarise yourself with the
hard. I hope that as a society and community, we will new regulations.

find a way to support each other. Please see the information on page 33 in this edition

I would like to pay tribute to Peter Meury, who of the ‘Swiss Review’.

passed away in February at the age of 90 years. He was a Updates will be published throughout the year on the

most ardent supporter of the Swiss community in official EU website =

Melbourne and Sydney. Peter was also the founding
president of SACCI (now SwissCham) and a CSA
delegate for 25 years, from 1984 to 2009. Rest in Peace!

https://travel-europe.europa.eu/en/etias

SWISS BUSINESS o
AWARDS 2025 SwissAward
The SwissCham Business Award Night was held on 12 February 2026 at The Calyx in the Royal Botanic

Garden in Sydney. It was once again an exceptional evening celebrating innovation, business success, and the
ongoing contributions of Swiss businesses and entrepreneurs in Australia.

This year, we were honoured to present the Swiss Business Lifetime Award to Anil Rodricks, former Managing
Director of Swiss International Air Lines. Anil recently retired from his role. We thank him for his outstanding
contribution and dedication over many years.

In the category of Science and Research, Associate Professor Damien Farine was named the winner for
“The Superb Fairywren Project,” a long-standing collaboration between ANU and ETH Zurich that has been
running since 1987.

The overall winner of the evening, and winner in the Business Category, was Bystronic Australia Pty
Ltd. Managing Director Roger Hagmann and his Melbourne-based team presented an outstanding success
story, demonstrating significant impact for their customers across Australia. As a global player, Bystronic
represents technological excellence and innovative solutions at the highest level.

The evening began with lively networking, followed by a warm welcome from Allison Rossiter, the Chair of

SwissCham. H.E. the Swiss Ambassador to Australia, Nikolas Stiirchler, highlighted the important role Swiss
businesses continue to play in Australia.

We sincerely thank the Awards Nomination Committee for their diligent work in selecting the winners from the
many high-quality nominations received.

Associate Professor Damien Farine Roger Hagmann and Martin Scarpino

Finally, we extend our sincere thanks to our principal sponsor Glencare, our trusted event partners and key
sponsors for making this fabulous evening possible: Swiss International Air Lines, MSC Cruises, The Swatch

for _ sile: | O
Group, Victorinox, Mondaine, Jura Coffee Machines, Lindt Chocolate, ImportExport TV, and Strathbogie Estate. SW' SSC h a m

MARTIN SCARPINO - CED SWISSCHAM AUSTRALIA
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Il:i' ) LA
The Swiss Club of N5W was formed on the 5* of Feb. 1926 cn
the basis of the Swiss Soclety of NSW formed on the 22™ Sept. 1896

AN DI/ conata by etlsabetn Roth § Helnz Srwd

What had existed as a benevolent
society started by a few Swiss

migrants in Sydney in 1898 to assist other

newly arrived compatriots became the
Swiss Club of New South Wales, with still
the same objectives of support, but from
then on also offering more social activities
and keeping Helvetic culture alive.
Exactly to the day, 5th February 2026,
100 years later, around 150 Club members
and guests gathered at the historic
Parliament House of NSW in Macquarie
Street, Sydney.

What a celebration! Parliament House
had not seen so many Swiss flags and
balloons in a long time!

In the main room, free-standing
round tables covered in vibrant red over

Mark Hodges MP, Member for Castle Hill, Consul General
Elizabeth Boesch-Malinen, The Hon. Greg Piper MP. Speaker of
the NSW Legislative Assembly, President SCNSW Daniel Frutiger.

100 Years Swiss Club of New South Wales

1926 - 2026

white, shiny balloon bouquets,
impeccably folded napkins, bowls filled
with Lindor double chocolate balls, along
the walls displays of historic photos and
in the back, a table with valuable original
archive Club documents. Of special
interest were the posters of a huge tree
growing from underground roots
decorated with the Swiss and the
Australian flags, blossoming into a wide
canopy covered with red apples, each one
showing the name of the various local
Swiss community groups. William Tell
would have been very proud.

The Hon. Greg Piper MP, Speaker of
the NSW Legislative Assembly, and Mark
Hodges MP, Member for Castle Hill,
representing an official State presence,
joined and addressed the gathering,
warmly welcoming all visitors to the
which  still
incorporates the facade of the original
Rum Hospital built in 1816.

He was everywhere — Swiss Club

Parliament House,

President Daniel Frutiger, calm and fully
in charge, coordinating speakers and
caterers, making sure everything went
smoothly, a friendly word or smile for
everybody, and always assisted by his
lovely wife Maria. After having joined the
Club as a member, he became part of the
committee in 2004 and was elected
President in 2010.

Daniel and his dedicated team have
been keeping the Club very much alive,
fun and exciting, with quite a steady
membership over all the years, and
without forgetting many good old Swiss
traditions. During his speech, he made it
clear that the Swiss Club was looking
forward to sustaining Swiss culture and
traditions for generations to come. This
100th birthday celebration of the Club’s
rich history was certainly an absolute
and well-deserved highlight for him
during the 16 years of his presidency.

After all the meet and greet,
handshakes, the mingling and the hugs
when finding old friends, and having a

welcome drink (or two), it was time for the

speeches.

Consul General of Switzerland Elisabeth
Boesch-Malinen had delayed her departure
to Canberra for a meeting at the Embassy of
Switzerland to congratulate the Swiss Club
of NSW in the name of Switzerland. Beat
Knoblauch, one of the four Australian
delegates to the Council of the Swiss Abroad,
read out a congratulatory message sent by
the Swiss Alliance Australia SAA, the
umbrella organisation of Swiss Associations
in Australia.

The formal part of the celebrations over,
it was past lunch time, and trays after trays of
freshly prepared delicious finger food were
passed continuously around the room. Of
course, you had to have a souvenir of this
historic occasion. Much in demand were the
specially designed
T-shirts and elegant ballpoint pen from the

100th  Anniversary

Swiss brand Caran d’Ache, only produced in
a very limited edition.

Swiss Club webmaster, the dedicated
Martin Frutiger with his wizard’s digital
skills, had compiled a huge selection of
photos of activities, personalities and groups
over the years, all showing non-stop on a
huge screen and often causing shrieks of
laughter, mock-shocked expressions on
some faces or bringing back lovely memories
of manyunforgettablemoments experienced
with the Swiss Club over the years.

As closing time approached, swinging
from left to right and arm in arm with each
other, a happy group spontaneously started
singing some popular Swiss-German songs.
By 16.12hrs, the red and white balloons had
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been collected and some could be seen floating down
Macquarie Street, and flags and displays were rolled up.

Everybody united on this 5th February 2026 was here
to celebrate our connection with our adopted home
country of Australia and to wish OUR Swiss Club of NSW a
very happy 100th birthday — Long Live the Swiss Club of
NSW!

Adapted from an article published in the Swiss Community News

magazine, written by Anne Held - heldanne@yahoo.com. Photos by
Andre Braun.

Call for Swiss Emigrant Letters and
Diaries from Australia (1850-2025)

PhD Project “Language Attitudes of Swiss Emigrants
in Australia between 1850 and 2025
Project Management: Isabella Elena Barbari¢

Call for:

Letters and diaries

Travel reports and descriptions

Insights into everyday life and identity
Personal connections to emigration history
References to existing collections

. 8 & 8 @

Format:
= Originals
= Transcripts or digital copies

All materials will be treated confidentially and for
research purpose only. Please contact me per
email:

ic@uzh.ch

Thank you for supporting my research project!

Swiss Moving Service AG

@ worldwide moving service

to and from anywhere in Switzerland
and the world

* Personal service and individual advice

+ Door to door service for household goods,
cars and motor bikes

* Full and partial container service to/from all major
places in the USA, Canada, Australia, Asia,
Latin America, Middle East + Africa

phone +41 44 466 3000

Wiesenstrasse 39 WhatsApp +41 79 827 0070
CH-8952 Schlieren Zurich www.swiss-moving-service.ch
Switzerland info@swiss-moving-service.ch
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100 x Swissness

Connections to Switzerland in Black & White

Members’ Portraits
photographed by Patrick Rychner

Hosted by the
Swiss Club of Victoria

This project began with a simple idea: let's really see each other.

Led by Patrick Rychner, the 100 x Swissness Arts Project set out to photograph 100 members
of the Swiss Club of Victoria (SCV) - not just as faces, but as people with stories, histories,
and quirks worth sharing. The aim was connection. Members meeting members. Old hands
crossing paths with newer faces. Conversations starting where they might not have before.

That matters, especially in a club where many long-time members are aging and many newer
ones are second-generation Swiss who don't yet know the people who built this place. A
portrait, it turns out, is a good excuse to stop, look, and ask a question.

Each participant brought one object to their photo session - something Swiss, something
personal, or something that simply says, ‘this is me. These small details do a lot of the
talking. They spark stories, memories, and the kind of exchanges that keep a community
alive.

Shot in a consistent studio style, the portraits form a growing body of work - part exhibition,
part archive, part family album. Together, they capture a snapshot of Swiss life in Australia.

The vernissage of this exhibition was part of Open House, celebrating the 127th anniversary
of the foundation of the SCV.
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Community News and Events

NZ: Hamilton Swiss Club

Member, Swiss Society of New Zealand Inc.

50 metre shooting was held on 14 February
at Bruno and Manuela Epp’s place. The
numbers this year were down due to the bad
weather. After the shooting we met for
sausages and homemade buns. Many thanks
to the Epp family for hosting us and Hans and
Walter for the professional support. Looking
forward to seeing you and a few more next
year hopefully on a sunny day.

The annual picnic was held on 15
February at the Newstead School. This was
the third wet year in a row. Luckily it didn’t
put everyone off attending and no sooner
were the freshly grilled sausages ready we
had to shift everyone inside. The poor cooks,
Walter and Martin, got wet as well as the
ladies who had to run back and forth to
collect the sausages. Nonetheless, everyone
enjoyed their lunch and lots of chatter inside
the small hall which was quickly set up with
tables and chairs and felt nice and cosy.
Thanksto all the committee and extra helpers
on the day.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

1/5: Annual General Meeting to be held at the

Union Parish Hall in Cambridge commencing

7pm with drinks followed by the meeting at

7.30pm. Again, we would love to see lots of
our members attend and support the hard-
working committee.

8/5: First card evening and Swiss Society

Competition Jass to commence 7pm sharp at
the Union Parish Hall in Cambridge. These

card evenings are always popular, and it would be great to see a few new faces.

22/5: Second card evening (same as above) and then fortnightly for total of five
evenings.

30&31/5: Swiss Society Annual General Meeting will be held in Taranaki. Further
details elsewhere in this issue of Helvetia. All clubs are encouraged to bring a team
of competitors for the Cowbell Competition final. We would love to get together a
team for the Hamilton Club so that we can compete in cards, shotput and bowling.
If you would like to represent the club in these events and attend the Society AGM,
then please contact Herbert (details below).

Committee Contacts: For any further details or information about functions or
membership, please contact: Beatrice Leuenberger: p: 07 843 7971; e: bea.leun@
xtra.co.nz mob/text: 021 29 28 254; Anita Zuber: mob/text: 027 498 5170; e: anita.
zuber@swiss.org.nz; Herbert Staheli: mob/text: 021962 708.

NZ: Taranaki Swiss Club

Member, Swiss Society of New Zealand Inc.

On 8 February we held our very popular annual picnic with an amazingly huge
crowd in attendance on a beautiful, sunny day. The Schwingen is always the
highlight of the day, with 45 adults and children competing for the coveted trophies.
Congratulations to Shay Smith-Luond and Charlie Werder for winning the adult
and children’s categories — well done to you both, and grateful thanks to all the
participants for without you there wouldn’t be a competition!! The shot put winners
were: men Thomas Werder; ladies Sonja Werder and juniors Tristen Kuriger; a great
effort by you all!

Kegeln has re-commenced for 2026 with good numbers turning up for the
evenings. Some terrific results have been achieved. We encourage members to come
along for a good, social time, friendly banter, fun and laughter, a bit of sport and a
lovely supper!

On 2 March we held our Annual General Meeting to hear what happened in the

past year, and see what’s in store for the coming year. We were thrilled to elect five
new committee members. We now have a wonderful team of twenty to help run our

club and assist with activities.



mailto:zuber@swiss.org.nz

UPCOMING EVENTS:

6/5: Senior’s Social Day. A lovely meal
followed by entertainment and afternoon
tea is planned. All members and friends
are invited to attend. Please book with
Marianne (06 7628757) or the Heblers
(027 677 8915).

7&21/5: Kegeln at 7.30pm. Come along
and join this fun-loving crowd.

17/5: Jassen at Ipm. Walter, our Jass guru,
would love to see a few more people
taking part to make the competition even
better, so come along and play a few
games, enjoy afternoon tea and play a few
more rounds of this enjoyable Swiss card
game.

23/5: Our fabulous Fondue Evening —
delicious cheese fondue and / or cervelas
with a huge selection of salads is on the
menu from 6pm to 8pm. A great, social
event for all!!

24/5: Swiss Society Sports Competitions
start from 11am, with competitors able to
participate in small-bore shooting, shot
put, kegeln (9-pin bowling) and Jassen.
There is a separate competition for under

16s, so come along and give these Swiss
sports a go! Please bring your own lunch
and drinks, and enjoy this social, sporty
day!!
follow the Society Competition Shoot.

30&31/5: The Taranaki Swiss Club will be
hosting the Swiss Society Cowbell
Competition as well as the AGM of the
Swiss Society of New Zealand. A dinner
and social evening will be held on 30 May,
the sports competitions on Sunday 31
May at 10am. The AGM will be held at
2pm, followed by a catered dinner. This is
a great weekend to mix and mingle with

The Championship Shoot will

fellow Kiwi-Swiss from throughout New
Zealand; please book with Marianne by
20 May - we look forward to your
support!!

ACT: Canberra Swiss Club

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc.

Our Autumn Picnic was popular for
families with young children playing in
the park, creating Easter crafts, and
playing various skill games. The more
senior members enjoyed catching up
around the picnic tables and sharing food,
including homemade cold-meats and
baked goods (Osterfladen, Riieblitorte,
Leckerli).

The Embassy of Switzerland in Australia was delighted to be part of the National

Multicultural Festival, which was held from 6 to 8 February in Canberra. We

were thrilled by the many visitors who stopped by our stall to test their

knowledge of Switzerland, solve a puzzle, try a Swiss snack and, of course, get

their festival passport stamped.

We enjoyed meeting a
wonderfully diverse crowd,
from visitors with Swiss
roots to those who have
travelled to Switzerland,
studied or worked there, or
are dreaming of a future
visit.

A big thank you to our
amazing Canberra Swiss
Club volunteers and the

Embassy team for their energy and enthusiasm throughout the day, and to the

organisers for another vibrant and well run festival.

https://multiculturalfestival.com.au/
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Our weekend away at the Wombeyan
Caves saw people visiting up to 3 different
show-caves, sharing meals (including
raclette) and spotting many fungi and

wildlife including goannas and kookaburras.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

17/5: Bushwalk. Starting at the Link in
Strathnairn at 10am, walking the Shepherds
Lookout loop, a moderate 7km return taking
approximately 2.5 hours, ending for lunch
at the Stepping Stone Cafe.

20/6: Fondue Night. We anticipate over 100
attend  the
Neighbourhood Hall to enjoy our annual

people  will Weston

fondue and tombola.

NSW: Cercle Romand

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc.

We have not been very lucky with holding
the Brunch and Pétanque tournament
event. Initially scheduled for 15 February,
the committee decided to postpone the
event to 22 March, due to unfavourable
weather forecast. For the same reason, the
event had to be postponed again. The new
date is now later in the year, on 8 November
2026.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

17/5: Our Raclette at the Park event will be
held at Fagan Park, Galston. Fortunately, we
have access to a shelter and unless we face
extreme weather condition on the day, this
event will take place.

28/6: The City Walk and Lunch event is
scheduled for 28 June. Details will be
published in our monthly newsletter and on
our website: www.cercleromand.com.au
The committee is ready to welcome you
soon and thank you in advance for
supporting the Cercle Romand of Sydney.

NSW: Swiss Yodlers of Sydney

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc.
Griiezi Mitenand!

The Swiss Yodlers are continuing their
weekly singing practices in Chatswood. The
‘Eidgenossische Jodlerfest’ in Basel is coming
soon, and now just a couple months away....

We would like to tell you more about
each of our members and share some fun
facts over the coming articles.


http://www.cercleromand.com.au
https://multiculturalfestival.com.au/

Today’s focus is on our Swiss Yodlers
of Sydney’s Vice President Ruth Wuest,
who joined our Choir in 2006, singing in
our Tenor section, and has had handled
duties as Vice President for over 10 years.

She wasborn in Canton Aargau, in the
quaint town of Muri, known for the
historic Muri Abbey, a 10th-century
Benedictine monastery. She has an older
sister, who still lives in the French region
of Switzerland and an older brother who
left Switzerland to live in sunny Mexico.

She moved to Australia in 1990 with
her husband Ernst (from Kollbrunn,
Canton Zurich), where they raised two
children, Jessica and James.

She started in the restaurant and
catering industry, where she worked
with fellow Swiss Daniel Frutiger, and
continues with her own part-time
catering business. For the last five years,
she also works as a German-speaking
tour guide, which she enjoys.

She has been an integral part of our
Swiss Yodlers of Sydney, coordinating the
food and beverages, and Tombola prizes
for our annual Swiss National Day
celebration in Castle Hill, NSW. We are so
pleased to have her in our Swiss Yodlers
family, and look forward to continuing
working with her. Thank you Ruth!

DANIEL HOFMANN

NSW: Port Macquarie Region
Dear fellow Swiss,

It was so nice to see so many attending
our last luncheon despite the high petrol
prices, and to welcome newcomers.

Our next get-together will be on
Sunday, 24 May, venue to be announced.
Please also add Saturday 1 August to your
diary. We will again be celebrating our
Swiss National Day at the Abundance Café.
A separate invitation will be sent out a bit
closer to the date.

If you have not already been in touch
with me and would like to join in, please
send me an email to SwissHastings@
yahoo.com. I am looking forward hearing
from you.

ANITA FOSTER

NSW: Swiss Community Care Society (SCCS NSW)

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc.

Are you aware that the Swiss Club of NSW and Swiss Community Care Society (SCCS
NSW) are two separate organisations? Sometimes people think if you’re a member of
one, you're automatically amember of the other. However, that is not the case. Members
of SCCS receive the Swiss Club Magazine as a bonus, which might be the cause of the
confusion. The Swiss Community Care Society, founded in 1970, was originally called
Swiss Benevolent Society. Its aim was and still is to support Swiss people in difficult
situations. These Swiss could be ill, have a social problem or be financially stressed due
to unforeseen circumstances like floods or bushfires. SCCS tries to assist compatriots of
any age and actually did that some time ago, when it helped a young Swiss woman
financially (after careful investigation of her situation) with an urgently needed
operation.

As such cases are relatively rare, the elderly have become the target of our attention.
SCCS is trying to minimise loneliness, a general problem in our society. We send out
birthday cards, and volunteers distribute Christmas presents to those who turn 80 or
above. SCCS also organises outings. As they usually take place on a weekday, the elderly
Swiss are better able to attend, but all age groups are welcome. The events are financially
subsidised by about 50% for members and are much loved get-togethers. Whether
someone is new to the area, living alone, going through a challenging time or just
missing a sense of Swiss community, SCCS is for you. If you are a younger person you
might like to join and enjoy being a volunteer visitor.

We warmly encourage you to consider becoming a member of both organisations.
Both clubs bring us together socially — but Swiss Community Care Society tries even
harder to make the elderly feel that they have not been forgotten by their fellow Swiss
in NSW.

REGULA SCHEIDEGGER

President: Regula Scheidegger 0432031085 rscheidegger49@hotmail.com

If you live in country NSW you may like to get in touch with one of our Rural Coordinators:

Central Coast: Hans Lang 0425206534 hanslangd7@hotmail.com
Newcastle/Hunter Valley:  Rita Schaad 02 4956 2272 ritama.schaad@gmail.com
Armidale: Heinz Hauptli 0417 446 542 heinz.hauptli@bigpond.com
Coonabarabran: Herbert Wiirsch 02 6842 8278
Wagga Wagga: John Rarrison 0409319090  jrer@ozemail.com.au
Yass and ACT Bernadette Hunkeler 0493299768  realbhunkeler@gmail.com
Bathurst: Johann & Ruth Geissmann 02 6337 4103 geissmann@protonmail.com
Orange: Monika Rickli 0419435917 monika.rickli@hotmail.com
Blue Mountains: Elizabeth Bizzini 0408 414863 bizzini1@hotmail.com
North Coast: Hans Schaffner hschaffner@bigpond.com
South Coast: Monica Kampfer 02 4473 6608  mkampfer@bigpond.com
Our website: www.swissccs.org.au

(LD: Swiss Club Queensland LDCLOLA DI (B AT B L

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc. 26/4: Jass Meisterschaft in Brisbane;

The Easter Bunny visited the Swiss Club who will be this year’s champion?

Qld and our members and their families  9/5: Fondue Evening, this is a very
enjoyed a day out in the park, hunting for ~ popular event, please book early.
those delicious Easter eggs! Everyonehad )4 5. senior Citizens Lunch in Buderim.

fun.
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Please RSVP by 16 May at care@
swissclubqld.org.au

13/6: Raclette Evening, more info closer
to the date on our website.

01/8: Mark it in your calendar: Swiss Club
QId Swiss National Day at Samford, an
event not to be missed! More info will be
posted on our website a bit closer to the
date.

The regular social Jass gatherings at
the Gallopers Club start on Wednesday, 7

January 2026 (held every fortnight).

More info on www.swissclubgld.org.au/
jass-group/

For detailed info about all upcoming
events: www.swissclubqld.org.au/

events/. Also check out our events

calendar for 2026 on www.swissclubqld.

org.au/events-calendar/
Please refer to our website for more

info about our club www.swissclubgld.

org.au

Sponsors/businesses: Do you wish to
advertise in our 28-page Swiss News
magazine, which is published four times
a year and reaches up to 200+ members?
Please contact Nicolas for advertising
info on treasurer@

costs and

swissclubgld.org.au
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WA: Swiss Club of Western
Australia

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc.

This year, the Swiss Club of WA celebrates
its 50th anniversary, and the committee
has introduced a special commemorative
Swiss Club logo for this occasion.

NSWwiss CLug

7956 — 202°

The Swiss Club of WA Inc. was
founded in 1976 and aims to uphold Swiss
culture, traditions, and languages. From
the beginning, the club has organised a
variety of events and functions for the
Swiss community. Over the years, many
members have volunteered as committee
members or helped at events to keep the
club running,.

There are groups such as the Swiss
Yodellers (since 1978), a Jass group, a
mothers’ and playgroup (since 2002),
Western Australia’s only Guggemusik
(since 2002), and a group of alphorn
players affiliated with the club.

Two of the most popular events today
are the Swiss National Day Celebration at
the property in Gidgegannup and
Samichlaus at Perry Lakes.

The committee invites members and
alike to

celebrating Swiss culture, traditions, and

non-members join us in
hospitality throughout the year.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

24/5: Fondue afternoon at the Swiss
Club property in Gidgegannup.

19/7: Busy Bee in preparation for the

National Day celebration .

1/8: National Day celebration and
bonfire in Gidgegannup.

1/11: Annual General Meeting.

6/12: Samichlaus/Pere Noél/Santa at Perry
Lakes.

The committee is planning a special 50-
year anniversary celebration of the Swiss
Club of Western Australia later in the year.

For more information, visit our website:
https://swissclubwa.org/ and follow us on
Facebook. We look forward to seeing you at
our events throughout the year.

VIC: Matterhorn Yodel Choir

Member, Swiss Alliance Australia Inc.

The first Jass Evening of the year was a great
success, with many happy prize winners. It
was a wonderful opportunity to catch up
with friends during the breaks and at the
conclusion of the evening, while awaiting
the results. Supper is always included in the
entry price; on this occasion, attendees
enjoyed a delicious ‘Fleischsalat’ prepared
by Alice. Hilltop Bakery in Surrey Hills has
generously donated ‘Zopf’ for prizes at
these events for many years, and we
sincerely appreciate their ongoing support
and generosity.

The Matterhorn Jass dates are 2 May and
12 September. For bookings please call Beny
on 0467 589 400.

The Choiris currently rehearsing weekly
at various venues, with the aim of delivering
a strong performance at the Yodel Fest in
June in Switzerland. The festival will take
place on the final weekend of June in Basel,
and the Sydney Yodellers will also be in
attendance. If you will be in Switzerland at
that time, you may wish to visit Basel, as the
city will be celebrating Swiss culture
throughout the whole weekend. For more
information: https://www.jodlerfestbasel.
ch/home.html

If you are interested in singing with the
choir, please contact Chris on 0428 427 434.
You are welcome to attend a rehearsal to see
whether it is something you would enjoy.
Practice sessions are held in Upper Ferntree
Gully.

Swiss News for the Swiss Abroad

www.swissinfo.ch/eng/
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CSA delegates meets in Bern

On Friday 20 March the members of the Council of the Swiss
Abroad (CSA) assembled in Bern for their Spring meeting. The
large contingency of newly elected delegates resulted in a record

New Book:
Ausgewandert, by Julian Perrenoud

number of submissions made, many with the aim to improve the
workings of the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA). The
Council welcomed the Parliament’s decision to scrap most of

Julian pesrenoud

the cuts planned as part of the federal government’s austerity
package that would have affected Swiss citizens living abroad.
This applies not only to the OSA, but also to SWI swissinfo.ch
and the Swiss schools abroad.

On Thursday the delegates had the opportunity to meet
with members of the Swiss Government at the Federal
Parliament. The panel discussion about the new treaties
between Switzerland and the EU and the popular initiative ‘No
to a Switzerland of 10 million!’ took centre stage. More here @

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/swiss-abroad/swiss-abroad-
fear-the-consequences-of-a-standoff-with-the-eu/91131026

Australia was represented in person by Beat Knoblauch,
Carmen Trochsler, Thomas Hofer (Deputy) and Barbara Zingg,
with Roland Isler attending online. A meeting report will be

Around 800,000 Swiss citizens now live abroad.
What motivated them to leave their homeland?

available on the SAA website soon.

Why do they feel so drawn to another country
and another culture? A book tells their stories. It
features 26 portraits of 26 people, each
representing one of the 26 cantons, in 26 diverse
countries around the globe. Or, to put it another
way: 26 cantons around the world. Journalist
and author Julian Perrenoud set out to find these
emigrants and immerse himself in their daily
lives. He found them in the icy north, in the
sweltering jungle, in vibrant cities, and on

remote islands.
(-1 Beat Knoblauch, Filippo Lombardi (0SA President), Carmen Trochsler, Barbara Zingg, To order:
Thomas Hofer (Deputy) Weber Verlag
https://weberverlag.ch/products/julian-
Got questions, concerns to raise? perrenoud-ausgewandert
Contact the Australian delegates to 296 pages, German
the Council of the Swiss Abroad: Hard cover, with 158 illustrations

ISBN: 978-3-03818-784-4

2 http://bit.ly/41QSc9C
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