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We are a good 200 kilometres 
from the capital Gaborone, on the 
southern edge of the Kalahari Desert.

“With my job, I’m not just working 
for my employer, my family or myself, 
but for the whole country,” Kgautle says.

The Jwaneng diamond mine is one 
of the largest in the world and is op-
erated by a company called Debswana 

– a joint venture between the govern-
ment of Botswana and the South  
African mining company De Beers.

Profits from the lucrative diamond 

How Botswana built a direct  
democracy based on the mining of 
rough diamonds – and sparked 
Swiss interest in the process.

“When I drive up from the pit fully 
loaded, I’m moving at 9km/h. On the 
way down, I’m at 40km/h,” says Mo-
sah Kgautle, looking up at the four-
metre-high driver’s seat of her truck.

We are standing on the edge of a 
huge abyss, with a diameter of almost 
two kilometres and a depth of some 
600 metres. 

For almost a decade, 38-year-old 
Kgautle has been driving this Japanese 
hybrid vehicle, which weighs in at 
some 300 tonnes, in and out of the vast 
diamond mine. At the same time, she 
has – to some extent – been helping to 
steer the fate of her country: Botswana.

Half of state income from diamonds
Every day, as Kgautle and her  

colleagues go about their work, 
the pit in Jwaneng grows wider and 
deeper – and Botswana grows more 
prosperous and confident.

Editorial 
 
DEAR READERS

Did you know that half of the Botswanan govern-
ment’s revenue is from one diamond business? 
And that the country is Africa’s oldest democracy? 

Read the article about how this goes hand 
in hand.
 

WARM REGARDS, GISEL A PIERCEY

GISEL A PIERCEY,  
EDITOR «SWISS REVIEW 
SOUTHERN AFRICA»

Botswana: 

The radical democrats in the desert
business now account for about half of 
the Botswanan government’s revenue. 
This stands in contrast to the diamond 
business in other parts of Southern  
Africa, where the precious stones have 
earned the inglorious name of blood 
diamonds – due to the notoriously  
inhumane working conditions for 
miners, as well as the corruption and 
environmental destruction involved.
 
New diamond deal 
When our state was founded, it was 

“The diamonds 
belong to all of us,” 
says Naiko Carol 
Ralebala, head of 
finance at the 
Debswana mining 
company. 
Photo: swissinfo.ch
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 In the driving seat: 
Mosah Kgautle. 
Photo: swissinfo.ch

At the southern tip of 
the Kalahari, 
Mosah Kgautle (left) 
and her 300-tonne truck.  
Photo: swissinfo.ch

the poorest in the whole of Africa,” 
says Kebapetse Lotshwao, director 
of the politics institute at the 
University of Botswana. “In 1966, 
there were just seven kilometres of 
paved roads.  
But we were doubly lucky: the first 
diamonds were only discovered  
after independence, and our first 
president, Seretse Khama, was more 
interested in building a university 
than an army.”

Free education
To this day, tuition fees for Bot-

swanan students are fully state-
funded, even if they study abroad.

When the state was founded,  
neither the major colonial nations 
nor regional powers like South  
Africa were interested in the sparsely 
populated, landlocked country. Just 
a few hundred people lived in the 
area of today’s capital Gaborone,  
in the immediate vicinity of the 
South Africa-Rhodesia railway, 
which opened in 1896.

Africa’s oldest democracy
Today, after almost six decades of 

continuous double-digit and solidly 
managed economic growth, Africa’s 
oldest democracy is one of the 
wealthiest states on the continent. 
The centre of Gaborone, where almost 
300,000 people now live, is domi-
nated by glass skyscrapers and large 
shopping centres. And in the parlia-
mentary district, it becomes clear 
how Botswana has managed over the 
years to avoid the turmoil and trag-
edy which has marked other coun-
tries in the region.

The 65 seats of the National As-

sembly are elected every five years by 
a direct popular vote. Since the first 
such election in 1965, the conserva-
tive Botswana Democratic Party has 
won a majority and formed the gov-
ernment every time.

Next to the National Assembly 
there is a smaller, richly decorated 
complex: Ntlo ya Dikgosi, the “House 
of Chiefs”. “We represent not only the 
different tribes and regions of the 
country, but also the numerous direct 
democratic people’s assemblies, the 
Kgotlas,” says Kgosi Puso Gaborone. 
He has presided over the small cham-
ber since 2009, making him the “chief 
of chiefs” in the country.

Direct democracy at the local level
And indeed, Kgosi (“King”) Puso 

Gaborone meets SWI swissinfo.ch in 
one such assembly square (“Kgotla”) 
in Tlokweng, a district of Gaborone, 
rather than in his office in the parlia-
mentary district.

“The vast majority of local deci-
sions in Botswana are made by popu-
lar assemblies. Here, everyone can 
have their say and we always look for 
consensus,” Gaborone says. “That 
takes time and patience, but pays off 

in the long run in the form of legiti-
mate decisions.”

He proudly recounts how Swiss 
President Alain Berset visited his 
humble Kgotla this spring. Later, dur-
ing a reciprocal state visit in April-May, 
Botswana’s head of state Mokgweetsi 
Masisi watched the open-air people’s 
assembly in canton Appenzell Inner 
Rhodes in eastern Switzerland.  

“We are so similar,” Gaborone says.

Switzerland-Botswana: next steps
Unlike many other states in the re-

gion – often plagued by bigger prob-
lems – Botswana is not dependent on 
traditional development aid.

In some fields, such as the digital-
isation of administration and politics 
or the development of vaccines, the 
country is even ahead of Switzerland.

Botswana: a neutral approach
Yet the differences between the 

two landlocked countries are so big 
that traditional bilateral diplomacy, as 
cultivated between neighbouring 
states in Europe for example, fall short.

As such, there is neither a Swiss 
embassy nor a consulate in Botswana 
(the representation in Pretoria, South 
Africa, covers the country). Botswana 
is meanwhile represented in Switzer-
land by its embassy in Geneva. 

Research by SWI swissinfo.ch re-
vealed a certain lack of orientation in 
diplomatic circles on both sides.  
After the recent high-profile state vis-
its, it’s unclear what the next steps 
should be. But the “active neutrality” 
policy of the two countries and the 
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SWISS CLUB INFO

GAUTENG
SwiSS Society AlpinA 
Pretoria,  
Contact: Hans-Georg Bosch, President 
T 012 347 8310, C 082 551 0222  
swissclub.pta@hbosch.com 

 ■ 2023 is an important year in the Club’s 
history since we have had two major 
events celebrating 125 years of our Club, 
which was founded on 1 August 1898. The 
Club has had an illustrious history, having 
been co-founded by Sir Arnold Theiler, 
who founded the Veterinary Faculty 
Onderstepoort of UP.  His son Max Theiler, 
who was born in Pretoria and also a mem-
ber of the Club, was a recipient of the 1951 
Nobel Price for Biology. Our two major 
events were the Fondue, attended by both 
HE Ambassador Nicolas Brühl with family 
and by Dario Lanzillo, 1st Secretary of the 
Embassy. Both have since moved on to 
new positions in Manila and Berne 
respectively. Our 1st August event was 

attended by the new Head of Mission,  
Marino Cuenat and his family and by  
Dario’s successor, Ms Nicole Tschanz.  
The Club can now look forward to its 150 
year Jubilee with a motivated team of 
Committee members and many helpers.  
Hans-Georg Bosch, President

SwiSS country club

31 Moerdyk Street, Midrand
Contact: office: Max Waspe 083 412 0161, 
T 011 805 3039 office@swissclubjhb.co.za 
Website http://www.swissclubjhb.co.za/

SwiSS country club reSt

«The Courier», T 011 805 3040 
Devan Govender, C 079 519 3563, 
Tue-Sat 11-21h30  
Rest./kitchen, 11-24h Bar, Sun 10-17h 

 ■ Our Clubs of Society: Amicale Suisse 
Romande, Boccia, Skittling Club.
Associated Groups: Swiss Choir, Swiss 
Rifle Club, Swiss Golf, Senior Swiss Circle 
meets every 2nd Saturday of the month 
for Lunch, Swiss Ladies meet every 
4th Thursday of the month for lunch. 

SwiSS rifle club JohAnneSburg - thiS iS A SepArAte club

President: Dierk Lüthi  Cell 083 441 4626  
email: hdluthi@gmail.com
Secretary: Eric (Pops) Fraser  Cell 072 570 2915 
email: popsfraser@gmail.com
Treasurer: Marcel Matusik Cell 082 6500 662   
email: treasurer@swissrifleclub.capetown
website: https://swissrifleclub.capetown 
On Facebook: swiss rifle club - cape town & 
swiss rifle club cape town.

 ■ We shoot every 4th Sat of the month, 
from 9am. We normally shoot two 
different programs, with Swiss rifles, 
provided by the club. Visit our Facebook
site or call Daniel: 082 569 9146

pro ticino pro griSchun bocciA club

Johannesburg
Contact: Felix Gerber 
gerber.felix@icloud.com

CAPE TOWN
SwiSS SociAl And SportS club 
& SwiSS rifle club

P.O. Box 2279, Cape Town 8000
Contact: info@swissclub.co.za / 

political will to promote democracy  
outside their own borders could open 
doors for deeper cooperation.

Some first steps towards this new  
diplomatic form of cooperation have  
already been taken. In mid-May,  
Berset presided over a meeting on hun-
ger and civilian protection in New York 
as part of the Swiss chairing of the UN  
Security Council, at which Botswana 
made a strong contribution from the  
perspective of Southern Africa.

Like Switzerland, the African  
country is also home to several  
multilateral organisations such as the 
Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC). It is also a member of the 
Southern African Customs Union 
(SACU). The European Free Trade  
Association (EFTA), of which Switzer-
land is a member, has concluded a  
free trade agreement with the latter.

New forms of democratic cooperation
Another track is offered by the Swiss 

foreign ministry’s new strategy to  
translate Article 54 of the constitution 
into a practical foreign policy. The con-
stitutional mandate for “international  
democracy promotion”, which is glob-
ally unique, is currently being handled 
by the foreign ministry’s Peace and Hu-
man Rights Division.

“Botswana has a good democracy 
ranking and is interested in exchange,” 
Simon Geissbühler, the head of that  
division, said in an interview with SWI 
swissinfo.ch this spring. “This will 
strengthen it as an example of good  
democracy in Africa and inspire  
other countries.”

In Gaborone, there are already con-
crete ideas on how Switzerland could 
help. “We would like to set up a centre 
for democracy for the whole of Southern  
Africa here at the university,” says  
political professor Lotshwao.

ARTICLE: SWISSINFO.CH

ASO News

From 18 to 20 August this year the Annual ASO 
Congress was held in St. Gallen in the Library 
Auditorium of the HSG. The ASR Council Meeting 
on 18th was attended by 84 councillors and during 
the day, the important aspects of E-Voting, 
Banking Services for Expats were some of 
the main topics. For a more detailed report, 
see my ASR-Report which is sent to all Presidents 
of Swiss Clubs in the SADEC region. 
There are now definitive steps being taken to bring 
e-voting back to serve the Swiss living abroad. 
At this stage the voting material will still be sent 
out by mail, with hopefully more cantons adopting 

the new system asap.
Next year’s Congress will be held in Lucerne from 
11-13 July 2024, and not in August as would 

normally been the case.

HANS-GEORG BOSCH, aso@hbosch.com
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697 Kalambo Road, North-End DBD
Lusaka, Zambie
Telephone: +260 211 224 580 
or +260 211 225 436
Email: lusaka@honrep.ch

NAMIBIA
conSulAte generAl honorAire de SuiSSe / 
honorAry generAl conSulAte of SwitzerlAnd 
in windhoek

Craft Café Namibia
Namibia Craft Centre
Old Breweries Building
40 Tal Street
Windhoek, Namibia
Telephone and Fax: +264 816 507 075

MAURITIUS
conSulAte generAl honorAire de SuiSSe / honorAry 
generAl conSulAte of SwitzerlAnd in port louiS

24, avenue des Hirondelles
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius
Telephone: +230 427 55 07
Email: mauritius@honrep.ch

HONORARY CONSULATE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

DURBAN
CONSUL AT HONORAIRE DE SUISSE / 

HONORARY CONSUL ATE OF SWITZERL AND IN DURBAN

Flat 1, Retford Hall
151 Lena Ahrens Road, Glenwood
Durban 4001
AFRIQUE DU SUD
Telephone: +27 83 767 28 32
Email: durban@honrep.ch

BOTSWANA
conSulAt honorAire de SuiSSe / 
honorAry conSulAte of SwitzerlAnd in gAborone

Bryte Risk Services Botswana
P. O. Box 1221, 7th Floor Building 2 
(Fairscape Tower) Fairscape Precinct, 
Plot 70667, Gaborone, Botswana
Telephone: +26 771 54 3491 
or +26 73 635 010 
Email: gaborone@honrep.ch

ZAMBIA
conSulAt honorAire de SuiSSe / 
honorAry conSulAte of SwitzerlAnd in luSAkA

IMPRESSUM
DELEGATES OF THE ORGANISATION OF THE SWISS ABROAD FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA

Hans-Georg Bosch, aso@hbosch.com
OSA – Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad responsible for Southern Africa and representing Botswana,  
Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Pierre-Yves Roten, pyroten@mac.com
OSA – Delegate of the Council of the Swiss Abroad responsible for Southern Africa and representing Mauritius

Gisela Piercey, giselapiercey@gmail.com
Editor of Swiss Review Southern Africa 

FOR ADDRESS CHANGES, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICIAL SWISS REPRESENTATION IN YOUR COUNTRY AND DON’T EMAIL THE EDITOR OF SWISS REVIEW SOUTHERN AFRICA. THANK YOU.

NEXT REGIONAL ISSUE DEADLINES

Issue  Next Deadline  Distribution
01/24 22/12/2023 19/01/2024
02/24 22/02/2024 22/03/2024
03/24 12/04/2024 10/05/2024
04/24 03/09/2024 04/10/2024

rifleclub@swissclub.co.za
PRESIDENT: Christian Schiess, 
president@swissclub.co.za 
C 079 088 8233
VICE PRESIDENT/Treasurer: Andreas 
Reichmuth, treasurer@swissclub.co.za
C 083 297 3803
SECRETARY: Chayenne Rusi, 
secretary@swissclub.co.za
C 082 569 8446

 KWAZULU-NATAL
SwiSS club nAtAl   
Durban, Contact: President Kurt Bacher, 
kurtbacher@mweb.co.za
http://www.swissclubnatal.org.za/ 

 ■ JASS EVENTS:  This is held on the  
second Friday of each month and will 
commence at 2 p.m. and is held at Rolf 
Klein Jass Stube, 3 Bona Terra Road,  
Assagay (directions on our website). 

 ■ SPORT TARGET SHOOTING:  
Held on the 4th Saturday of each month 
(weather permitting) commencing at 
08:30 a.m.- Nottingham Road (calendar  
available on our website).  

*For more up-to-date information regard-
ing times/venues/directions, please visit 
our most informative website – 
www.swissclubnatal.org.za

LIMPOPO
SwiSS club fAr north 
Modjadjiskloof
Contact: Francois Schwalb
C +27 76 945 3948 francois@zz2.co.za

club SuiSSe de MAurice

President: Rudolf Koller
C +230 5 802 55 50
clubsuissedemaurice@gmail.com
Facebook: https://fr-fr.facebook.com/
swissclubmauritius/
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