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Editorial
Happy 2019! This 1st edition of the year is largely dedicated 
to a flurry of  Swiss club activity right across Canada. Fu-
ture editions of the Regional News will also bring feature 
articles, interesting stories, and news impacting the Swiss 
in Canada. As I settle into this new role, I would like to ex-

press my sincere gratitude for the wave of goodwill that 
has come my way: congratulations, advice, Christmas 
cards, dinner invitations, even concert tickets, and 
more. Thank you very much, everyone! Wishing you 
good reading,  and please stay in touch! avs@telus.net

ANDREW VON STUERMER 
REGIONAL EDITOR, CANADA

On December 5, 2018, the Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce 
(SCCC) held its annual Christmas event in Vancouver. Every year, 
Chamber  members and friends gather to celebrate the pre-Christmas 
season. This year, the more than 100 attendees were treated to a spe-
cial surprise - four Swiss NHL stars were in attendance!

Sven Baertschi (Vancouver Canucks), Roman Josi, Yannick Weber, and 
Kevin Fiala (Nashville Predators) all took part in a ‘hot stove’ podium 
discussion and a question-and-answer session hosted by Joey Ken-
ward from Sportsnet 650.  Since at one time, all four hockey stars had 
played for the Swiss Junior Ice Hockey Team,  this event was the per-
fect kick-off to the 2018 IIHF World Junior Championship (held in Van-
couver and Victoria).

At the end, attendees got a chance to take pictures with the players 
and receive autographs, and four lucky winners received tickets for a 
Canucks – Flyers game at Rogers Arena.

The sold-out event was a fantastic experience for everyone. SCCC Pre-
sident Vince Sciamanna: “It was a great pleasure to organise such a 
unique event for our members and friends”. Fabian Lemann, event co-
ordinator and Director of the Board: “Having four of the top NHL play-
ers from Switzerland all together at one event is a rare and very spe-
cial moment.” 

FABIAN LEMANN

The Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce (SCCC) in Western Ca-
nada is a not-for-profit organisation founded in 1965 by Swiss busi-
ness people living in Vancouver. Goals are to connect Swiss, European, 
and Canadian industries and companies and create a network, as well 
as to organise events for members and potential business partners.  

Most SCCC Board members have Swiss roots. Every year, the  organi-
sation plans multiple social and networking events for members and 
guest, including  two high-profile events annually. 
For more information, visit ww.swisscanadianchamber.com, or email 
chamber@swissccc.com

Swiss NHL Stars Attend Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce Event in Vancouver

Left: Sven Baertschi, Roman Josi, Yannick Weber, Kevin Fiala, and Vince Sciamanna; Middle: Roman Josi with his Swiss fan Thomas Andrey; Right: Sven Baertschi and Consul General of 
Switzerland, Pascal Bornoz.
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Depuis plus de 50 ans, certains des plus grands groupes européens, de même que 

de nombreuses pme, ont compté sur lette au canada pour leur offrir des compétences 

du plus haut niveau et une approche pratique à la résolution de leurs problèmes.

BLETTE@LETTE.CA

Montréal: +1.514.788.0998
Toronto: +1.416.971.4898 

Contactez  Bernard Lette à

WWW.LETTE.CA

Lette & Associés s.e.n.c.r.l.
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Lette Alérion

paris
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Editorial
Dear readers of the Swiss Review, 

As autumn is upon us and we’ve returned to our regular routines, my 
term as editor of the “Regional Infos Canada” is coming to an end.  
It has been a rewarding experience to help foster a sense of commu-
nity among expatriate Swiss across Canada by keeping all informed 
of club activities. I am pleased to report a return to an 8-page format, 
this will adequately accommodate Canadian content as of 2014. 
Please join me in welcoming Silvia Schoch, newly appointed OSA 
Delegate for Western Canada, who is also taking over the editorial 
position of the “Regional Infos Canada”. 

I wish Silvia much success in her new roles.

Chères lectrices et chers lecteurs de la Revue Suisse,
L’automne s’est installé, nous avons retourné à nos routines et mon 
mandat en tant que rédactrice des “Infos régionales” touche à sa fin.
Je garderai un bon souvenir de l’expérience enrichissante acquise lors 
de mon implication à favoriser un sentiment de communauté parmi 
les Suisses de l’étranger au Canada en les gardant au courant des nom-
breuses activités organisées par nos sociétés. Je suis heureuse 
d’annoncer que les “Infos régionales” retrouveront un format de  
8 pages dès 2014.
Je vous invite à accueillir Silvia Schoch, nouvelle déléguée de l’OSE 
pour l’Ouest canadien. Silvia devient également la rédactrice des  
“Infos régionales”, je lui souhaite plein succès dans ses nouvelles  
fonctions.

BReNDA ANDReS

Message from the  
Consul General in Montreal

Dear compatriots,
The network of official representations of Switzerland in  
Canada has been altered considerably with the closure of the 
Consulate General in Toronto. in fact, as of July 15th 2013, the 
Consulate General in Montreal has taken over full consular and 
administrative services for the population of Ontario, Manitoba 
and Nunavut. As Consul General, i extend a very warm welcome 
to the residents of these two provinces and territory.

A large number of compatriots living outside the city centre 
of Toronto will not be overly affected by the reorganization as 
several consular procedures continue to be addressed by post or 
via the use of electronic communication. Most hit however are 
those living in the Toronto area who no longer have access to  
a physical office within close proximity. My aim is to ensure a 
smooth transition following the recent changes and to maintain 
the strong ties that the Swiss communities in Ontario, Manitoba 
and Nunavut have enjoyed. 

i have recently participated in productive exchanges with sev-
eral representatives of Swiss societies and businesses in order to 
develop innovative and effective methods to ensure the continu-
ity of established contacts and good relations. i am confident 
that the results of our discussions will be most satisfactory.

i am also pleased to report that as early as 2014, i expect to  
initiate “Consular Days” in the Toronto area by using the new 
mobile biometric stations. Such visits will be promoted well in 
advance and will allow for the collection of biometric data out-
side the Consulate General in Montreal. The biometric data is 
necessary for the delivery of Swiss identity documents.

with the support of our professional consular staff members,  
i am committed to offer an excellent service to the clientele of 
our Consulate General. Should you have suggestions or be in  
the process of developing interesting Swiss related projects, i 
encourage you to contact the Representation in Montreal, we  
remain open to consider various proposals and collaborations.

BeST ReGARDS, BeAT KASeR, CONSul GeNeRAl 

HOCKEY IN

SWITZERLAND
If you are a hockey player and eligible for a 

SWISS PASSPORT contact:

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS MANAGEMENT

All ages welcome.

Int´l Sports Management (ISM)
10255 Cote de Liesse Road
Dorval, Québec, Canada  H9P 1A3
Phone: 514-631 4266
Fax: 514-636 0365
E-mail: d.mccann@mccannequipment.ca
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Matterhorn Swiss Club (Montréal)

In November 2018, our informal fall meeting and dinner was held at 
a new location, the Casa Grecque restaurant in Dollard-des-Ormeaux, 
QC.  We enjoyed a nice get-together and a delicious dinner. 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday, February 8, also 
at Casa Grecque.  Invitations with all the details will be sent out in Ja-
nuary.  We are also planning a late spring / early summer family ou-
ting;  information will be sent out once available. 

The Club holds 5 or 6 events or outings each year, and we are pleased 
to say they are always well-attended. New members are always wel-
come! 

For additional information, please see the Matterhorn Club section on 
the Federation website:  www.fedesuisse.com

WALTER SPIRIG, PRESIDENT: 514 - 694 - 3718   

Foundation for Young Swiss Abroad (FYSA)

2019 FYSA SUMMER CAMPS FOR CHILDREN AGED 8 - 14

The dates and locations of our 2019 summer camps are published on-
line at https://sjas.ch/en/camps/informations/. 

If after reading this information carefully, you have further questi-
ons, please do not hesitate to contact us at info@sjas.ch.

Fondation pour les enfants suisses à l'étranger (FESE)

FESE CAMPS D'ÉTÉ 2019 POUR LES ENFANTS DE 8 À 14 ANS

Les lieux et les dates de nos camps d’été 2019 sont publiés sur notre 
site  https://sjas.ch/fr/camps/informations. Si, après avoir lu ces infor-
mations, vous avez encore des questions, n’hésitez pas à nous contac-
ter:  info@sjas.ch

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA)

E-voting update: On November 30, 2018, OSA Board Members handed 
in their e-voting petition to the Swiss Federal Chancellery in Berne. More 
than 11,000 signatures were collected from 150 countries - a significant 
number that  represents the equivalent of almost 7% of the Swiss abroad 
registered to vote. OSA’s petition requests that by 2021, e-voting be made 
available to all Swiss living overseas. (Currently, expat Swiss from only 
ten cantons are eligible for e-voting).

The idea of voting online – whether at the national or international le-
vel – has however met with some resistance, typically related to secu-
rity (cyber-hacking) issues. Despite the ongoing controversy, in mid-De-
cember, 2018, the Swiss government approved a draft bill (currently out 
for consultation by political parties, organisations, and institutions) that 
seeks to introduce the option of e-voting on a permanent basis. 

Among a myriad of topics, these are two further hot-button issues pre-
sently keeping the 140 members of the OSA Council busy: (1) Making it 
easier and less expensive for expats to access Swiss banking services; (2) 
Fighting planned cuts in welfare benefits for Swiss expatriates.

Do you know the OSA Council Member(s) closest to where you live? 

Your Canadian OSA Delegate Team 2017 - 2021

Kati Lyon-Villiger, Ottawa, ON  kati.lyonvilliger@hotmail.ca
Philippe Magnenat, Montréal, QC  magnenatcanada@gmail.com
Florence Pasche, Toronto, ON  florence@osa-canada.com
Silvia Schoch, Victoria, BC  silv.schoch@gmail.com
Heidi Lussi, Vernon, BC   heidi@heidilussi.com

https://www.aso.ch/
HEIDI LUSSI AND A . v. STUERMER
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Bakery products and Eau-de-Vies for professional use only.

Buendner Birnbrote & Nusstorten, Original Ovomaltine products, 

Cailler, Ragusa, BB-Biber, Kaegi, Aromat, Kressi, Thomy Swiss products. 

Wholesaler of Fine Foods, Swiss Cheese & Meat Specialties.

1228 Gorham Street, Unit 16 
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 8Z1 Canada 
(Warehouse open by Appointment only.) 

Retailers, Hotels,  Restaurants and Private contact: 
Tel: 905-853-0693, toll free: 1-877-853-0693 
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Fédération des Sociétés Suisses de l’Est du Canada / Federation of Swiss Societies in Eastern Canada

La Fédération des sociétés suisses de l’est du Canada (FÉDÉ) aura eu 
son assemblée générale ce 19 janvier. Nous commencerons dès lors 
les préparatifs pour la Fête Nationale Suisse 2019. Cette Fête, la plus 
grande à l’extérieur de la Suisse, aura lieu le samedi 3 août 2019, tou-
jours au Mont Sutton, dans le beau village de Sutton. Chaque année, 
un canton ou une région de la Suisse est à l’honneur.  En 2019, ce sera 
le canton de Berne. Nous aurons la présence de "die urchigen Em-
mentaler" venant du canton de Berne, en plus des groupes suisses 
locaux habituels, en musique et en chansons.

Chaque année, nous préparons un programme couleur envoyé aux 
suisses dans la province de Québec, par la poste et maintenant sur-
tout par courriel. Vous êtes propriétaire d’une entreprise, d’un com-
merce ou autre? Si vous voulez mettre une annonce dans ce pro-
gramme, communiquez avec nous à info@fedesuisse.com. Le délai 
pour recevoir votre annonce serait le 31 mars 2019. Le coût varie, se-
lon le format, de 100$ à 1000$. 

Vous pouvez consulter notre programme 2018 en allant sur notre 
nouveau site web www.fedesuisse.com. Votre annonce inclut auto-
matiquement une bannière de votre compagnie avec un lien vers 
votre site web. 

Sur le site web de la Fédé vous trouverez les liens et l’information 
des clubs et sociétés suisses de la province de Québec. Ainsi qu’un 
calendrier des activités de ces clubs, des liens de tout intérêt, des 
photos de notre Fête Nationale Suisse des années passées, etc, etc.

Votre comité 2018

The Federation of  Swiss Societies in Eastern Canada (FEDE) held its 
Annual General Meeting on January 19. Since then, we've started to 
prepare for the 2019 Swiss National Day. This celebration, the lar-
gest outside Switzerland, will take place on Saturday, August 3, 2019, 
as always at Mont Sutton, in the beautiful village of Sutton. 

Each year, a canton or region of Switzerland is honoured. In 2019, it 
will be the canton of Berne. In addition to the usual local Swiss bands, 
music, and/or singers, we have the pleasure of featuring "die urchi-
gen Emmentaler" from the canton of Berne. 

Each year, we prepare a full-colour events programme that is sent 
to the Swiss in the Province of Quebec, by postal mail, but now 
mostly by email. Do you own a business? If you would like to place 
an ad in our events programme, contact us at info@fedesuisse.com. 
The deadline to receive your ad is March 31, 2019. Advertising costs 
depend on the ad's size and may range from $100 to $1,000. 

To review the 2018 programme of the Swiss National Day celebra-
tion in Sutton, visit our new website at www.fedesuisse.com. Your 
ad will include your business banner and a link to your website.

On the FEDE website, you will find information about - and links to 
- the Swiss clubs and societies in the Province of Quebec. The web-
site also features a central events calendar with club activities, links 
of  general interest, photos of past years, National Day celebrations, 
and more. 

Your 2018 Committee
JEANNETTE PERRIARD
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Ottawa Valley Swiss Club

The 2018 Ottawa Valley Swiss Club’s annual Christmas festivities were a 
delight for young and young-at-heart Club members. Celebrations on De-
cember 2 started with the annual Seniors' Luncheon, where delicious food 
and lovely carols performed by the Montagna Singers choir rounded out 
the event.

Following the luncheon, families and children gathered for the Children’s 
Christmas Party. Children of all ages loved the Gingerbread Man pass-
the-parcel game, at the end of which they all received a treat. 

The youngsters crafted beautiful evergreen centrepieces to take home 
and decorate their own Christmas table settings. Crafts, gingerbread de-
corating, an entertaining talent show, and delicious home-baked goodies 
were further highlights of the day. 

Samichlaus and Schmutzli made a much-anticipated appearance at the 
end of the party. With greetings for everyone, Samichlaus distributed pre-
sents and Grittibänz bread dolls to all the eager children. 

For more information on our upcoming events, or to become an OVSC 
member, please visit our website at ottawavalleyswissclub.ca.

OLIVIA CRAFT
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Editorial
Dear readers of the Swiss Review, 

As autumn is upon us and we’ve returned to our regular routines, my 
term as editor of the “Regional Infos Canada” is coming to an end.  
It has been a rewarding experience to help foster a sense of commu-
nity among expatriate Swiss across Canada by keeping all informed 
of club activities. I am pleased to report a return to an 8-page format, 
this will adequately accommodate Canadian content as of 2014. 
Please join me in welcoming Silvia Schoch, newly appointed OSA 
Delegate for Western Canada, who is also taking over the editorial 
position of the “Regional Infos Canada”. 

I wish Silvia much success in her new roles.

Chères lectrices et chers lecteurs de la Revue Suisse,
L’automne s’est installé, nous avons retourné à nos routines et mon 
mandat en tant que rédactrice des “Infos régionales” touche à sa fin.
Je garderai un bon souvenir de l’expérience enrichissante acquise lors 
de mon implication à favoriser un sentiment de communauté parmi 
les Suisses de l’étranger au Canada en les gardant au courant des nom-
breuses activités organisées par nos sociétés. Je suis heureuse 
d’annoncer que les “Infos régionales” retrouveront un format de  
8 pages dès 2014.
Je vous invite à accueillir Silvia Schoch, nouvelle déléguée de l’OSE 
pour l’Ouest canadien. Silvia devient également la rédactrice des  
“Infos régionales”, je lui souhaite plein succès dans ses nouvelles  
fonctions.

BRENDA ANDRES

Message from the  
Consul General in Montreal

Dear compatriots,
The network of official representations of Switzerland in  
Canada has been altered considerably with the closure of the 
Consulate General in Toronto. In fact, as of July 15th 2013, the 
Consulate General in Montreal has taken over full consular and 
administrative services for the population of Ontario, Manitoba 
and Nunavut. As Consul General, I extend a very warm welcome 
to the residents of these two provinces and territory.

A large number of compatriots living outside the city centre 
of Toronto will not be overly affected by the reorganization as 
several consular procedures continue to be addressed by post or 
via the use of electronic communication. Most hit however are 
those living in the Toronto area who no longer have access to  
a physical office within close proximity. My aim is to ensure a 
smooth transition following the recent changes and to maintain 
the strong ties that the Swiss communities in Ontario, Manitoba 
and Nunavut have enjoyed. 

I have recently participated in productive exchanges with sev-
eral representatives of Swiss societies and businesses in order to 
develop innovative and effective methods to ensure the continu-
ity of established contacts and good relations. I am confident 
that the results of our discussions will be most satisfactory.

I am also pleased to report that as early as 2014, I expect to  
initiate “Consular Days” in the Toronto area by using the new 
mobile biometric stations. Such visits will be promoted well in 
advance and will allow for the collection of biometric data out-
side the Consulate General in Montreal. The biometric data is 
necessary for the delivery of Swiss identity documents.

With the support of our professional consular staff members,  
I am committed to offer an excellent service to the clientele of 
our Consulate General. Should you have suggestions or be in  
the process of developing interesting Swiss related projects, I 
encourage you to contact the Representation in Montreal, we  
remain open to consider various proposals and collaborations.

BEST REGARDS, BEAT KASER, CONSUL GENERAL 

HOCKEY IN

SWITZERLAND
If you are a hockey player and eligible for a 

SWISS PASSPORT contact:

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS MANAGEMENT

All ages welcome.

Int´l Sports Management (ISM)
10255 Cote de Liesse Road
Dorval, Québec, Canada  H9P 1A3
Phone: 514-631 4266
Fax: 514-636 0365
E-mail: d.mccann@mccannequipment.ca

Swiss Club Thames Valley - Upcoming Events 2019

February 22 / 23  Metzgete, Legion Hall, Milverton
April 6   Spring Dance, Rec. Complex, Milverton
April 14   Theater, Comm. Centre, Wellesley
May 26   Brunch, Rec. Complex, Milverton
July 7 / 14   Motorcycle Tour
July 28   Swiss National Holiday Celebration, Monkton
August 18   Seniors' Afternoon (Jodler)
September 21  Jodler Stubete, Rec. Complex, Milverton
November 2   General Meeting, Legion, Milverton
November 16  Concert – Swiss Farmer Band, Rec. Complex,   
    Milverton

December 1   Advent Celebration, Legion, Milverton.

For more information, visit www.swissclubthamesvalley.com

PIA HÄCHLER

Swiss Club Thames Valley

Fall is a busy time in our neck of the woods – both on the farm and 
in the Swiss community - but the Schweizer Jodlerfreunde did it 
again! On September 15, they filled the large hall at the Milverton 
Rec. Centre and, along with their guest choir from Geuensee, LU, en-
tertained the appreciative crowd with a repertoire of yodel songs.

Our 2018 Annual General Meeting was - as always - held on the first 
Saturday in November. The cheese fondue was delicious, and the 
business part ran smoothly. 

On November 17, the Swiss Farmer Band (pictured below) celebra-
ted its 25th anniversary. On this special occasion, the 23 members 

– including 8 founding members (among them the First Conductor, 
Arnold Egli, and the First President, Franz Kissling) – put on a won-
derful concert, followed by a meal and dancing to the tunes of the 
Twin City Alpine Echo. Congratulations, Swiss Farmer Band, and 
best of luck for the next 25 years! 

2018 Club activities ended on December 2 with a visit from Santa, 
who was eagerly awaited by many very excited (and a few apprehen-
sive!) children. A big thank-you to all who came out to support us 
throughout the year – it’s because of you that we’re able to look back 
on another successful year!

Depuis plus de 50 ans, certains des plus grands groupes européens, de même que 

de nombreuses pme, ont compté sur lette au canada pour leur offrir des compétences 

du plus haut niveau et une approche pratique à la résolution de leurs problèmes.

BLETTE@LETTE.CA

Montréal: +1.514.788.0998
Toronto: +1.416.971.4898 

Contactez  Bernard Lette à

WWW.LETTE.CA

Lette & Associés s.e.n.c.r.l.

montréal
Lette Alérion

paris
Lette LLP

toronto
Lette & Knorr

munich / ulm
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Editorial
Dear readers of the Swiss Review, 

As autumn is upon us and we’ve returned to our regular routines, my 
term as editor of the “Regional Infos Canada” is coming to an end.  
It has been a rewarding experience to help foster a sense of commu-
nity among expatriate Swiss across Canada by keeping all informed 
of club activities. I am pleased to report a return to an 8-page format, 
this will adequately accommodate Canadian content as of 2014. 
Please join me in welcoming Silvia Schoch, newly appointed OSA 
Delegate for Western Canada, who is also taking over the editorial 
position of the “Regional Infos Canada”. 

I wish Silvia much success in her new roles.

Chères lectrices et chers lecteurs de la Revue Suisse,
L’automne s’est installé, nous avons retourné à nos routines et mon 
mandat en tant que rédactrice des “Infos régionales” touche à sa fin.
Je garderai un bon souvenir de l’expérience enrichissante acquise lors 
de mon implication à favoriser un sentiment de communauté parmi 
les Suisses de l’étranger au Canada en les gardant au courant des nom-
breuses activités organisées par nos sociétés. Je suis heureuse 
d’annoncer que les “Infos régionales” retrouveront un format de  
8 pages dès 2014.
Je vous invite à accueillir Silvia Schoch, nouvelle déléguée de l’OSE 
pour l’Ouest canadien. Silvia devient également la rédactrice des  
“Infos régionales”, je lui souhaite plein succès dans ses nouvelles  
fonctions.

BReNDA ANDReS

Message from the  
Consul General in Montreal

Dear compatriots,
The network of official representations of Switzerland in  
Canada has been altered considerably with the closure of the 
Consulate General in Toronto. in fact, as of July 15th 2013, the 
Consulate General in Montreal has taken over full consular and 
administrative services for the population of Ontario, Manitoba 
and Nunavut. As Consul General, i extend a very warm welcome 
to the residents of these two provinces and territory.

A large number of compatriots living outside the city centre 
of Toronto will not be overly affected by the reorganization as 
several consular procedures continue to be addressed by post or 
via the use of electronic communication. Most hit however are 
those living in the Toronto area who no longer have access to  
a physical office within close proximity. My aim is to ensure a 
smooth transition following the recent changes and to maintain 
the strong ties that the Swiss communities in Ontario, Manitoba 
and Nunavut have enjoyed. 

i have recently participated in productive exchanges with sev-
eral representatives of Swiss societies and businesses in order to 
develop innovative and effective methods to ensure the continu-
ity of established contacts and good relations. i am confident 
that the results of our discussions will be most satisfactory.

i am also pleased to report that as early as 2014, i expect to  
initiate “Consular Days” in the Toronto area by using the new 
mobile biometric stations. Such visits will be promoted well in 
advance and will allow for the collection of biometric data out-
side the Consulate General in Montreal. The biometric data is 
necessary for the delivery of Swiss identity documents.

with the support of our professional consular staff members,  
i am committed to offer an excellent service to the clientele of 
our Consulate General. Should you have suggestions or be in  
the process of developing interesting Swiss related projects, i 
encourage you to contact the Representation in Montreal, we  
remain open to consider various proposals and collaborations.

BeST ReGARDS, BeAT KASeR, CONSul GeNeRAl 

HOCKEY IN

SWITZERLAND
If you are a hockey player and eligible for a 

SWISS PASSPORT contact:

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS MANAGEMENT

All ages welcome.

Int´l Sports Management (ISM)
10255 Cote de Liesse Road
Dorval, Québec, Canada  H9P 1A3
Phone: 514-631 4266
Fax: 514-636 0365
E-mail: d.mccann@mccannequipment.ca
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Swiss Club Toronto Theatre Group

Theateraufführung  2019

„Im Meischter sini Geischter“ 

„Geistreiches“ Lustspiel in 3 Akten 

von Lukas Bühler

The play is in Swiss-German and will be perfor-
med at the following locations:
 

 ■ Wellesley: Sunday, April 14, 2019, at 1:00 pm. 
Rec. Complex/Community Centre, 1000 Maple St. 
Contact: Urs Egli (519) 595-2456
Email: aliceegli@yahoo.ca  

 ■ Toronto: Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 2:00 pm. 
Latvian Canadian Centre, 4 Credit Union Dr. 
Contact: Maggie Hess (905) 508-8014    
Email: walter.brunner@sympatico.ca
Important: In Toronto, we'll have a single perfor-
mance on Sunday afternoon! Drinks, lunch, and 
Nussgipfel will be available. 

We look forward to seeing you!  For more de-
tails, please contact your local Swiss Club Repre-
sentative, or call Maggie Hess or Walter Brunner 
at (905) 508 - 8014. 

WALTER BRUNNER

Above: Two scenes from "Miss Sophies Erbe" (Miss Sophie's Inheritance)

Swiss Club Saskatoon

Our Club held its AGM on October 21, 2018, at a local restaurant, 
with a good member turnout. The executive remains largely the 
same, except that Heinz Buchmann has stepped down from his 
position as Secretary; we welcome Christine Ens to that position.

The executive for the year ahead: Elisabeth Eilinger, President; 
Emil Eigenmann, Vice President; Georg Nievergelt, Treasurer; 
Christine Ens, Secretary; and Rosa Nievergelt, Social Convenor. 
A big thank-you to our hard-working executive members!

Our Santa evening was held on December 7, 2018, at McClure 
United Church. We enjoyed a wonderful potluck of cold cuts, 
cheese, veggies, chili, buns, and scrumptious desserts. A good 
crowd of 48 attended, with 18 children, 16 of whom sat on Santa’s 
knee when he dropped by. We repeated a children’s raffle first 
held last year with great success, and it was again very popular.

We are currently planning for our Club’s 40th anniversary in 
2019. The event will be held on August 3, 2019, in conjunction 

with the Bundesfeier. More information will be going out to members in 
the coming months.   

Our next event will be a raclette luncheon on February 24, 2019. Our Jass 
event is still being planned and may be more of a fun Jass than a tourna-
ment this year, with some other games also available. 

If you are not already on our mailing list and would like to receive infor-
mation about upcoming events, please contact the Club at swissclubsas-
katoon@hotmail.com, or call me at 306-665-6039.

ELISABETH EILINGER, PRESIDENT
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Canadysli Toronto Guggemusig BandEdmonton Swiss Men's Choir Association

Free 
Parking!

Non-Alcoholic 
Beverages 
included

$50 in Advance // $55 at the door

AT: Black Creek Pioneer Village
1000 Murray Ross Pkwy, North York

For more information; contact Philippe Moser @ 416-434-5837

3 Course Dinner 
Included!!!



$ Cash Bar $

For more info, call Philippe Moser at 416 - 434 - 5837
ARNO SIGRIST

On November 10, 2018, the Edmonton Swiss Men's Choir hosted ano-
ther successful Winzerfest at St. Basil's Cultural Centre in Edmonton. 
2018's theme “Celebrating Friends, Food and Song” truly resonated 
with the audience. The choir delivered one of its stronger performan-
ces, supported by the Swiss Dance Club Alpenroesli from Calgary - a 
memorable evening for all! 

Continuing the tradition of supporting emerging leaders in the disci-
plines of choral conducting, voice, and choir-related instrumentals, 
recipients of the 2018 Erwin Baumann Scholarship included Armand 
Birk and Graham Fast. This Scholarship bears the name of our Hono-
rary Member Erwin Baumann, for many years the Honorary Swiss 
Consul in Edmonton and the choir’s First President, and a significant 
driving force in the formation and operation of our choir.  

Armand Birk is presently studying Music and Orchestral Conducting 
at the University of Alberta (U of A). He’s a chorister with Chorale 
Saint-Jean and performed at Carnegie Hall with the New England 
Symphonic Ensemble in May 2018. A course instructor at the Centre 
de Développement Musical de l’Alberta, Armand is also Assistant Di-
rector for the Galala, as well as Assistant Conductor of Contempo (New 
Music Ensemble) and the U of A's Opera Workshop for the 2018/19 ar-
tistic season.  

Graham Fast is a recent U of A graduate (Master of Music, Choral Con-
ducting). He has worked with many of Edmonton’s finest choirs in-
cluding the Richard Eaton Singers, Pro Coro Canada’s #connect youth 

The Edmonton Swiss Men's Choir at Winzerfest 2018

Scholarship recipient Armand Birk with Hans Voegeli (right) and Martin Staub (left)

programme, the U of A Madrigal Singers, the Da Camera Singers, Chro-
nos Vocal Ensemble, and Vocal Alchemy. 

Special guests at Winzerfest 2018 included the Swiss Folk Dance Club 
Alpenroesli; Andreas Bayer, Honorary Consul of Switzerland; Erwin 
Baumann; Heidi Lussi, OSA Delegate for Western Canada; and Michael 
Zaugg, ProCoro Canada’s Artistic Director.

Check www.esmca.ca for membership information and for future 
events, such as the Nassa21, the North American Swiss Singing 
Association’s Festival in Edmonton (June 24 to 27, 2021). "Like” us on Fa-
cebook, or watch us perform on YouTube.

MARTIN STAUB AND PETER THUT

Scholarship recipient Graham Fast with Hans Voegeli (right) and Martin Staub (left)
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Swiss Canadian Mountain Range Association (Metro Vancouver)

2018 was another very successful shooting season with no accidents!

In October, 58 shooters took part in our ever-popular Schützenfest, 
with participants coming from Los Angeles, San Diego, Edmonton, 
Kamloops, and Switzerland. 2018’s Schützenkönig was Jim Paton with 
372 points. Jim faced tough competition from Daniel Meier (351 points) 
and from Markus Spycher (348 points). The kitchen crew spoiled us 
all with excellent meals.

The grand finale for our outdoor shooting season was the Saushoot at 
the end of October. All 35 participants went home with a piece of meat. 
To end the day, we all enjoyed a traditional Blut- and Leberwurst din-
ner. A big thank-you to all the volunteers!

The Samichlaus party was held on December 1, when we were privi-
leged enough to meet the man of the season. A good time was had by 
all. Glühwein warmed our insides, and wonderful baked goods filled 
our tummies. A big thank-you to Santa and his helpers. Please check 
our website www.scmra.ca for the pictures.

We like to keep our old traditions going and hope that many Swiss and 
their friends will visit us at our beautiful chalet, socialize, and maybe 
even join us for a game of  Jass.

I wish you all a very successful and prosperous 2019! 

MARLIES BAUMANN

Interior Swiss Club (British Columbia)
The 2018 Interior Swiss Club's (ISC) annual 
Fall Concert Dinner and Dance was held on 
Saturday, October 13, at the Schubert Cen-
tre in Vernon. A big thank-you to the orga-
nisers and participants of this very success-
ful annual event attended by more than 110 
members and friends of the ISC. It was 
great to welcome so many friends of our 
community from all parts of BC and Al-
berta. 

ISC Director Helena Hasler and President 
Lilly Senn, Club volunteers, and Schubert 
Centre staff all did a great job to make this 
sold-out event a memorable get-together 
for Swiss families and friends of all ages. 

We greatly appreciated the attendance of 
Consul Claudia Thomas from the Swiss 
Consulate in Vancouver, and her address to 
Club members and the community.

Heidi Lussi - our Western Canada Delegate 
for the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad - 
gave us another taste of the Swiss yodeling 
sound of music that everyone enjoyed a lot. 
We also wish to thank our new member Pe-
ter Podesser for taking pictures of the 
event. 

Our special guests from Kelowna - the 
Kelowna Liedertafel Choir under the

direction of Rory Fader - spoiled us with a 
selection of Lieder and songs that most of 
us have kept close to our hearts and memo-
ries.

Rory Fader opened the concert with a tra-
ditional alphorn; thank you for those 
unique sounds! 

Following the Kelowna Liedertafel Choir, 
we were entertained by another alphorn 
player - Abraham Inniger from Whistler. 
What a pleasant and very much apprecia-
ted surprise; thank you, Abraham! 

The rest of the evening was spent sharing 
stories with old friends and new while lis-
tening to the Treblemakers Band, and dan-
cing to great old swings.

After the Treblemakers had finished play-
ing, the singing started: Peter Johner, Peter 
Meyes, Chris Schmid, Albert Jaggi, and 
Hanspeter Berger took the lead. Then eve-
rybody joined them in singing traditional 
Swiss songs. Erwin Nyfeler and Walter 
Zaugg were unfortunately unable to attend; 
we missed their wonderful voices.

What a great way to end a really fantastic 
evening. We hope to see you again in the 
near future! 

Christa Donauer
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