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Consulate: Consular services in the Digital World
Many articles are published about "digital disruption". Whether
we support or get irritated by the constant changes, there is little
alternativeother than tofindaway tomove forward together.Con-
sular servicesmake no exception to this development. A growing
numberof citizen requestsmore sophisticated services andask for
information tobeprovidedquickly andaccurately. Evermorepub-
lic services are provided through the internet only.

My colleagues and I work hard tomeet your expectations and
I promise to help those who have no access to computers and in-
ternet or face difficulties using them. I admit there is room for im-
provement (e.g. Consulate's website) and thank you for your pa-
tiencewhile we areworking on it.

The general trend inpublic services goes towards enabling the
citizen to search and find information online. The cost for mail-
ing-outs by postal services greatly exceeds the cost of e-mails.
Please be aware that the SwissReview is themain official publica-
tion and source of information that might be relevant to you. In
this edition, the focus is on important changes in the Federal Act
on the Acquisition and Loss of Swiss Citizenship thatwill take ef-
fect on the 1.1.2018.

Swiss Passports and ID-cards are themost requested services.
All applications have to be completed online:
■ D/F/I www.schweizerpass.ch (choose language on top)
■ E www.schweizerpass.admin.ch/pass/de/home/application.html
Options where to register your biometric data are:
■ In Sydney: Once your applicationhas been approved, youwill re-
ceive an email with a link to book an appointment at the Consulate
General of Switzerland in Sydney. We process biometric data from
Mon to Fri and - on an extended trial basis – on the following Satur-
days: 4 February, 4March, 1 April and 6May 2017.
■ In Switzerlandor in another country: If youwish tohaveyourbi-
ometric data registeredwhile visiting Switzerlandor in another coun-
try with a Swiss representation, you can do so by prior arrangement
with the Consulate in Sydney. When completing the application,
please mention under "remarks" where and when you would like to
have your biometric data registered.

worldwide moving service
to and from anywhere in Switzerland and the world
• Personal service and individual advice
• Door to door service for household goods, cars and motor bikes
• Full and partial container service to/from all major places in the
USA, Canada, Australia, Asia, Latin America, Middle East + Africa

phone +41 44 466 9000
In der Luberzen 19 fax +41 44 461 9010
CH-8902 Urdorf Zurich www.swiss-moving-service.ch
Switzerland info@swiss-moving-service.ch

■ Mobilepassport station in your state. Individual informationwill
be sent to the communities approximately 2months before the visit.
■ Adelaide, SA 10 and 11 February 2017
■ Tasmania (town tbc) 31March 2017
■ Perth,WA 15 to 21May 2017
■ Melbourne, VIC: 30 October to 5 November 2017
We answer phone calls during the following times:

Mon to Thu: 09.00 to 12.30 and 13.30 to 16.00 (AEST) and Fri
09.00 to 12.30 (AEST). If your call is not answered, please leave a
messagewithyournameandcontactnumber andwecall youback.

Our office is open to the public: Mon to Fri from 9.00 to 12.00.
If it is difficult for you to come to theConsulateduring thesehours,
please speakwith the consular officer in charge of the service you
require, whomay be able to arrange an alternative appointment.

Change of Address: Consulate of Switzerland in Brisbane
Theofficeof theConsulate of Switzerland inBrisbane is located at:
Level 5, 189 Grey Street Mr. Daniel Gschwind, Consul
South Brisbane, QLD Tel. + 61 (0)7 3238 1978
Australia Fax + 61 (0)7 3236 4552
Postal address: Mob + 61 (0) 419 219 795
PO Box 12382, George Street, E-Mail: brisbane@honrep.ch
Queensland 4003

Please note: All consularmatters are handled and processed at the
Consulate General of Switzerland in Sydney.

CSA: Update about Swiss Banks
In a recent email, theASO informedus about their progress on the
topic "Swiss Banks" and a recent survey they conducted in Nov.
This page is worth a read and also contains their results as a PDF.
http://aso.ch/en/consultation/living-abroad/swiss-banks

MARC GODAT, REGIONAL EDITOR «OCEANIA»

Editorial:
Dear friends and readers. This will bemy last
Swiss Review as Editor. It was great working
with you all and I wish all the Swiss commu-
nities and friends all the best for 2017.

http://www.schweizerpass.ch
http://www.schweizerpass.admin.ch/pass/de/home/application.html
mailto:brisbane@honrep.ch
http://aso.ch/en/consultation/living-abroad/swiss-banks
http://www.swiss-moving-service.ch
mailto:info@swiss-moving-service.ch
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Theelectionswill be carriedout by electronicmeans, utilising the
e-voting system provided by the Canton of Geneva. There will be
noballot paper. Topartake in these elections, itwill be a condition
that the Consulate General of Switzerland in Sydney has registe-
redyour email address. If youhavenot yet provided the consulate
your personal email address, youmay do this via the online desk
on https://www.eda.admin.ch/ or by contacting the consulate on
syd.vertretung@eda.admin.ch. Furtherdetails about the e-voting
process will be published in the next Swiss Review.

Who can be elected?
All registeredSwiss citizens,whoare 18years andover andare res-
idents of Australia are eligible to stand for election. In addition,
candidatesmustmeet the following requirements:
■ Candidatesmustdemonstrate an interest and commitment to the
Swiss Abroad community in Australia.
■ In addition toEnglish, candidatesmust befluent in eitherGerman
or French (spoken andwritten).
■ Candidatesmust be prepared to fulfil the duties and responsibil-
ities of a council member. Please see the ‘Pflichtenheft’ (G) / ‘Cahier
des charges’ (F) on thewebsite of theOrganisationof the SwissAbroad
(OSA) http://aso.ch/en/politics/csa-elections-2017

Call for Council of the Swiss Abroad Candidates
Your opportunity to represent the Swiss in Australia!

to stand as a candidate for a seat on the CSA representing
Australia, please complete the registration form and send it
to direction@aso.ch no later than 31March 2017.
The election registration formaswell as further information

can be found on: http://aso.ch/en/politics/csa-elections-2017
For information about the current delegates and the services

they provide go to http://www.csa-oceania.org/

CSA: Elect the new Council of the Swiss Abroad
The Council of the Swiss Abroad (CSA) is the representative body
in Switzerland for Swiss people living abroad. Australia has four
seats on theCSA. Elections for theAustralian delegates of theCSA
for the term 2017–2021 will take place in June.

Who can vote?
Swiss citizens in Australia, 18 years and over who are registered
with theConsulate General of Switzerland in Sydney,will be able
to elect their representatives. In an effort to reform the election
process, Australia is one of only two countries taking part in an
e-voting pilot program. The aim is to conduct the elections in a
more democratic way and to broaden the voter base.

Victoria: Events
25/2 Jassabig Forest Hill (Matterh)

Western Australia: Events
12/3 AGM (1:30pm), followed by

40thAnniversaryCelebration
Swiss Club (from 3pm), both
@Rhein Donau Club

ACT: Canberra Swiss Club
Happy 2017! For the Canberra Swiss
Club it is a special year – it is the
Club’s 50thBirthday. Thismilestone
will be celebrated with a special

50th Birthday party on Easter Saturday, 15th April 2017
at theYarralumlaWoolshed. Pleasemark thisdate. Itwill
be a day of good food and fun for young andold. You can
expect brunch, birthdaydinner, entertainment for chil-
dren and adults, music (including the club’s very own
Crèmeschnitte-Chörli, special lucky door prize, tom-
bola, and lots of other surprises). Members and guests
will be welcome, with bookings required closer to the
event.Moredetailed informationwill bepublished reg-
ularly in the SWISS Club Newsletter, on the website
www.swiss.org.au/home.php?ID=4 and also will be
broadcast on the local radio FM91.1 on Mondays 6pm –
8pm.

Earlier in the year we will have a film night and the

coast weekend will be on the Can-
berra long weekend 11th to 13th
March. Soonchoir rehearsal and jass
will resume. As usual details are in
the SWISS Club newsletter.

A special welcome to Yasmine
Chatila Zwahlen (who will be the
Ambassador for the accredited is-
lands) andSoraya Zwahlen. Both ar-
rived endof 2016 inAustralia to join
Ambassador for Australia Pedro
Zwahlen and Linus who arrived in
September. We wish the Ambassa-
dors family a happy, successful and

https://www.eda.admin.ch/
mailto:syd.vertretung@eda.admin.ch
http://aso.ch/en/politics/csa-elections-2017
mailto:direction@aso.ch
http://aso.ch/en/politics/csa-elections-2017
http://www.csa-oceania.org/
http://www.swiss.org.au/home.php?ID=4
https://www.csa-oceania.org
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enjoyable time in Australia.
To all our members and friends:

may 2017 be a happy, healthy and
content year. I look forward to see
many of you at our events.

NSW: Events
5/2 Petanque& brunch (Cercle R)

NSWevents (cont.)
7/3 Visit ABC Studios & lunch

@ TAFE restaurant (SCCS)
10-12/340YearsCelebration (Cercle)
16/3 CentralCoastLuncheon(SCCS)

Cercle Romand Sydney
Towelcome thenewyear, theCercle

Romandwill host the Petanque and
Brunchat theParkonSunday5Feb-
ruaryatClarkesPointReserveWool-
wich. Members and non members
welcome.

The Cercle Romand is to cele-
brate 40 years in 2017! Tomark this
celebration les Romands are head-
ing to Canberra for the weekend of
10-11-12 March with plenty of activ-
ities organised.

Please check the Cercle Romand
website for all event updates and a
great photo gallery of past/present
events. www.cercleromand.com.au

QLD: Sunshine Coast Swiss Club
The Swiss Club SunshineCoast held
its Christmas Lunch on Sunday 4
December 2016 in Noosaville. 42
members and guests started the
event off with an “apero” cruise on
the Noosa River, followed by lunch
at the Boathouse Restaurant, Noo-
saville. Theweatherwasperfect and
an enjoyable few hours were spent
catching upwith friends and enjoy-
ing a beautiful lunch.

The monthly luncheons on the
first Friday of the month will con-
tinue also in the new year.

Swiss Club
Sunshine Coast
Christmas Lunch
Noosaville, QLD

Just a reminder that winter has finally arrived in Switzerland. Hope you enjoy it. Photos by Marc Godat

Embassy NZ: Email Adresses needed
Dear fellow citizens. Most business is done online nowadays. It is therefore
very important to have your e-mail address registeredwith your Embassy.
The advantages are numerous:
■ Communication ismuchmore rapid.
■ In case of an emergency, the Embassy can contact you straight away.
■ You do not need to be at home in order to receive your correspondence.
■ A lot of paper is saved. This is good for the environment.
■ It’s cheap.
Should you already have your e-mail address registered, you can disregard
this communication. If not, please fill in the online form on this webpage:
www.eda.admin.ch/wellington -> Services -> Registration and deregistra-
tion, Change of Address -> Change of address abroad.

The “Swiss Review” has been delivered online since as standard. If your
e-mail address is registered with the Embassy, you will receive the “Swiss
Review” by e-mail unless you specifically desire the printed version.

http://www.eda.admin.ch/wellington
http://www.cercleromand.com.au
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New Zealand: Taranaki Swiss Club
Theannual committeebarbequewasheld at theClubhouseon the
25th of November. This is a really social event, withmembers en-
joying a catch up and laughs without having to organise a func-
tion for others. Othmar thanked the entire committee for their
dedication and valuable contribution to our Club.

On Nov 27 we held our Christmas Shoot / Keglen with an in-
creasednumber of participants. ClaireHunnorganised activities
for the children which they all really enjoyed. A pot-luck lunch
was held, followed by Father Christmas making an appearance
giving out presents and lollies. The adults’ prize giving was held,
followedbyMarkdistributing theMysteryPrizes. Grateful thanks
must go toMarkKiser for organising this fabulousday.Next events:
■ 2&16/2Keglen recommences. These are fun eveningswith a chat,
laugh, abit of sport andadelicious supper. EnquiriesHeidi062734286.
■ 11/2 Semi-final of the cowbell competition against Wellington.
Strong shotputters, accurate shooters, skilful jassers andkeglerswith
prowess are needed. If you can help, ring Othmar on 06 2786878.
■ 12/2 Our annual picnic … the BIGGEST event of our Club calen-
dar. The day starts around 11.00amwith Swissmusic, barbe-
quedSwiss sausages, ice creams, beverages, Schwingen (Swiss
wrestling) andmuchmore. Wewill also behosting a farming
group from Switzerland … so come along and see old friends
andmake new acquaintances!!! A day not to bemissed!

Hamilton Swiss Club
The Family Christmas party was held on Sunday 4th
Decemberwhere Santa had a hugewelcome from lots of
children and their parents. The childrenwere busywith
biscuit decorating and Christmas craftswhile the parents
enjoyed lots of delicious Swiss sausages. After lunch the

CONSULATE GENERAL OF SWITZERLAND IN SYDNEY
(FOR AUSTRALIA, KIRIBATI, NAURU, VANUATU & SOLOMON ISLAND)

101 GRAFTON STREET, CNR GROSVENOR ST
TOWER 2, LEVEL 23 , BONDI JUNCTION, NSW 2022, AUSTRALIA
PHONE: 0061 2 8383 4000
E-MAIL: SYD.VERTRETUNG@EDA.ADMIN.CH
WEB: WWW.EDA.ADMIN.CH/AUSTRALIA
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
VICTOR WONG, HONORARY CONSUL PORTMORESBY@HONREP.CH

EMBASSY OF SWITZERLAND IN NEW ZEALAND
MARITIME TOWER, LEVEL 12
10 CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY
WELLINGTON 6011, NEW ZEALAND
PHONE: 0064 4 472 1593
E-MAIL: WEL.VERTRETUNG@EDA.ADMIN.CH
WEB: WWW.EDA.ADMIN.CH/WELLINGTON
SAMOA
SYLVIE SALANOA, HONORARY CONSUL GENERAL APIA@HONREP.CH
FIJI
ROLF GFELLER, HONORARY CONSUL GENERAL SUVA@HONREP.CH

CONTACT DETAILS OF SWISS CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS AND GROUPS
Swiss Cham Australia, Sydney (02) 9290 1928 office@swisscham.com.au
SAAN (Swiss Australian Academic Network) info@saan.id.au
SBS Radio (on air in NSW, VIC, ACT) www.sbs.com.au/german
VIC: The Swiss Club of Vic, Melb. 1300 893 968 info@swissclubvic.com.au
Swiss Festival Australia 0425 805 854 www.swissfestival.com.au
Ladies Luncheon (03) 9889 9321 Heidy Giger
SwissKids (Esther Blaser) 0424 220 523 esther.blaser@gmx.ch
The Swiss Companion Singers (03) 9889 9321 Heidy Giger

Swiss Yodel Choir Matterhorn (03) 9754 7390 http://swisschoir.wix.com/swissyodelchoir
Swiss Folk Dance Grp Alpenrose (03) 9531 6575 hochuli@tpg.com.au
Trachtengruppe Schwyzergruess / Australian Swiss Cultural Soc. (as above)
Les Bavards French conversation 0416 088 000 Sigrid de Castella
Groupe Romand Du Victoria (03) 9571 2835 remy@favrecranage.com
Pro Ticino - Pro Down Under (03) 5967 4542 Claude Rossi
SA: Swiss Club of South Aust. Bruno Zueger swissclubofsa@gmail.com
Schwyzer-Frauechraenzli (08) 8336 5932 Rosmarie Copeland
Swiss Corner Radio 5EBI FM Adelaide (08) 8211 7066
WA: Swiss Club of Western Aust. 0466 658 411 president@swissclubwa.org
The Guggeburras (08) 9277 7826 guggeburras@swiss.org.au
Play Group 0404 671 913 petrajost00@gmail.com
Monthly Jass / Swiss Yodellers (08) 9291 8402 pelimu4243@yahoo.com.au
The Swiss Club Down South (08) 9755 5297 mayfamily@westnet.com
Hon.Consul (Dr. Juerg Weber) 0407 452 666 perth@honrep.ch
NT: Swiss Social Club Darwin (08) 8927 5794 swissclubdarwin@hotmail.com
ACT: Canberra Swiss Club Inc. 0402 858 903 heinz@swiss.org.au
Canberra Swiss Club Choir r.neilson@netspeed.com.au
Canberra Community Radio FM91.1 (Gaby and Werner)
NSW: Swiss Australian Cultural Assoc.Inc. (SACA) ursul.sch@gmail.com
Swiss Entrepreneurs info@swissentrepreneurs.com.au
ETH Alumni Sydney Chapter Roland Stocker sydney.chapter@alumni.ethz.ch
The Swiss Club of NSW Ltd. (02) 9680 4299 info@swissclubnsw.com
Swiss Play Group 0416 160 919 noemi@gustavkaser.com.au
Schwyzerdütsch For Kids (02) 9602 9395 bsidari@bigpond.com
The Swiss Yodelers of Sydney (02) 9419 7277 akretz@bigpond.net.au
Cercle Romand Du N.S.W. (02) 9874 9096 www.swiss.org.au/cercleromand
Swiss Community Care Society 0410 454 287 sccs.ursula@gmail.com
(incl. Swiss Seniors of NSW) Ursula Mooser

Swiss Folk Dance Grp Alpegruess (02) 9560 0666 www.swiss.org.au/alpegruess

QLD: Swiss Society of QLD Inc. (07) 3314 8344 tari@swiss.org.au
Jass (Brisbane) (07) 3289 1183 Fredi Vogel
Swiss German Playgroup 0402 655 158 sandralandolt@yahoo.com.au
Swiss Yodel & Folklore Group Baerg-Roeseli, (07) 3871 1339, syfg@swiss.org.au
Swiss Community Care Soc (QLD) (07) 3298 5300 Lorly Wihler
Gold Coast Group 0414 97 0666 Franz Huber
Jass Group (Gold Coast) 0418 982 480 Rachel Dorig
Fraser Coast Swiss Group 0409 286 326 cecile@swiss.org.au
Swiss Club Sunshine Coast (07)5447 7548 scsc@swiss.org.au
Hon Consul (Daniel Gschwind) (07)3238 1978 brisbane@honrep.ch
NZ: Swiss Society of New Zealand 021 101 4432 tanja.latham@swiss.org.nz
Wellington Swiss Club 04 568 6772 wellingtonswissclub@gmail.com
Auckland Swiss Club 09 832 0366 adrian.blaser@swiss.org.nz
Hamilton Swiss Club 021 962 708 anita.zuber@swiss.org.nz
Taranaki Swiss Club 06 278 6878 othmar.hebler@swiss.org.nz
Christchurch Swiss Club 021 044 4595 christchurchswissclub@gmail.com
PNG: Swiss Community PNG 00675 7373 40 43, orobiga.sebm@gfc.ch

USEFUL ONLINE REFERENCES
www.revue.ch/regio-en-aus Swiss Revue Online
www.aso.ch Organisation of the Swiss Abroad
www.csa-oceania.org CSA Oceania
www.swissinfo.org Actual News by swissinfo/SRI
www.swiss.org.au Swiss Clubs on the Net in Australia
www.avs-ai-international.ch OASI/DI and voluntary contributions (AHV)
www.swisscommunity.org Internet platform for the Swiss Abroad

REGIONAL EDITOR INFORMATION / NEXT EDITION
Regional Editor Marc Andre Godat mgodat@off-ice.com.au
Next Regional Issue March 2017 Submission Deadline 27.2.2017
Send articles to new Editor Roland Isler RolandIsler@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au

children participated in a nativity scene and sang Christmas
carols. Next events:
■ 18/2 50metre shooting competition for Swiss Societymedals
■ 19/2 annual picnic, Newstead House (near Hamilton)

Auckland Swiss Club
OnNov 6 the club did a family walk fromOnehunga to Stone-
fields and onDec 6 they held their Samiclaustag at the Swiss
Farm andwelcomed Santa who arrived from the North Pole by
helicopter.; well attended day bymany families. Next events:
■ 12/3 Family Picnic and Society Games at the Swiss Farm

Wellington Swiss Club
OnDec 4 the club held their Samiclaustagwith 20 children.
■ 4/3 Celebrationof60yearsWellingtonSwissClub togetherwith
Aelplerchilbi to be held at the Ambassador’s residence in LowerHutt.

Santa watches the nativity play at Hamilton Christmas party
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