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For the first time in the UK, a major
international perspective on the
life and works of legendary Swiss
conductor Paul Sacher will be held
in the Welsh capital between the
16th and 18th March. The focus of
this Sacher Perspective will be a
two-day conference, hosted by
Cardiff University’s School of Music,
studying the world-renowned
manuscript collections of the Paul
Sacher Foundation in Basel, the
richest repository of compositional
materials in the world. Manuscripts,
sketches, correspondence and

Wales celebrates the life and work of Paul Sacher

Cardiff becomes a hub for Swiss students
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other material from the Founda-
tion will be used to explore ways in
which the music of the collection’s
composers can be interpreted.

Additional highlights of this first
UK celebration of impresario and
champion of new music, Paul
Sacher, includes an exhibition of
facsimile material from the Basel
Foundation and a live BBC Radio
3 concert with the BBC National
Orchestra of Wales and conductor
Thierry Fischer playing major works
commissioned by Sacher.

As many as 40 students from univer-
sities in Basel and Bern visited
the Welsh capital in the autumn
to strengthen ties and encourage
more academic collaboration.

Coinciding with the Euro 2012 qualifier
between the two nations, it seemed
only fitting that the 15 students from
Bern University of Applied Sciences
should challenge their Welsh counter-
parts to a friendly 90-minutes on the
local football pitch.

The group of young people was also
invited by the Football Association
of Wales (FAW) to watch the Euro
2012 qualifier at the Liberty Stadium
in Swansea. Prior to the match, they
got to see the Swiss National team in
training and even met their favourite
players, not to mention the Swiss
National Coach, Otmar Hitzfeld. For
a first visit to Wales, the home crowd
received a big thumbs up.

The Bern programme was developed
by Dr Tudor Williams and Glamorgan
University’s Faculty of Business
and Society in partnership with the
Consulate of Switzerland in Cardiff.

The second Swiss visit had a more
academic feel to it. About twenty

students from the University of
Basel were in the Welsh capital
to attend a week-long intensive
study course in Sociology, Media
& Sports Management.

Tim Lewis, the programme
coordinator, used to lecture in sports
science at Basel University and
since his return to Wales five years ago
it has become tradition for a group
of Swiss students to attend his
courses in Wales. Welsh students challenge their Swiss counterparts
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BRITISH PEER PUTS SWISS IN A LATHER
London’s Swiss Church celebrates
its 250th anniversary this year.
More than 50 pasteurs – French
and German – have preached to
the Swiss Colony in London since
records began in 1762. One of those
was Marcel Dietler who served the
community during the 1960s. It was
a period of great economic woe
in the UK and in some quarters a
challenging time for Swiss-British
relations. But as Marcel explains, a
good sense of humour went a long
way in those days.

I was the minister of the German-
speaking congregation from 1963
– 1973. It was the time of the soap
war between Britain and Switzerland.
Pound sterling had been devalued
under the Wilson government in
1967. It looked like the UK might
have to depend on the banks of ‘little
Switzerland’? A bitter pill for many!
Conservative peer Lord Arran who
was also a columnist at the London
Evening News, wrote about his fear of
the financial ‘Gnomes of Zurich’, who
hardly used soap and only occasionally
washed, taking over London’s financial
institutions. A series of articles written
in this vein led to Arran becoming one

of the most hated men in Switzerland
at that time. To me, however, he was
merely demonstrating the art of British
black humour on the Swiss banks. It
all amused me greatly.

These articles were also the source
of long discussions in the Swiss
Colony between the Embassy and the
Church. On one occasion, planning
the traditional Swiss Church Bazaar,
I suggested I would invite Lord Arran
to sell soap on behalf of the church.
Everybody found this highly amusing,
but nobody actually expected me to
get in touch with him.

When I joyfully told the committee at
the next bazaar meeting that Lord

250 years Swiss
Church
Diary dates:

Celebration weekend
19th May, 6.30 pm
Fundraising Event at the
Swiss Embassy
20th May, 11.00 am
Festive Service at the Church

London 2012
4th August, 11.00 am
Ecumenical Service at Southwark
Cathedral (near House of
Switzerland – London 2012).

To reserve tickets and for
more information, contact:
info@swisschurchlondon.org.uk.

“Lord Arran had agreed to sell soap at the Swiss Church Bazaar”

Swiss Church

Arran had indeed agreed to sell soap,
it was met with anger and some
members threatened to boycott the
church event, unless the invitation
was immediately withdrawn. Lord
Arran was very disappointed with this
reaction and it led to another dose of
his sarcastic British humour against
the Swiss. This time he wrote about
“the annual shooting of hundreds of
stray cats by parliamentarians on the
Bundesplatz in Bern.” Owing to his
Swiss tales, the Conservative peer had
become the great soap enemy.

However, behind the scenes the
enemy proved to be an even greater
Swiss friend. Whenever I needed help
from the British authorities I would just
call his Lordship. Once we had a Swiss
student who had been robbed, sadly
on Christmas day. The young man was
particularly upset that lots of precious
photos from his years living in Canada
had been stolen. Lord Arran appealed
through his newspaper for the robber
at least to send back the very personal
pictures. Although the photos were
never returned, the young student
felt greatly comforted that the famous
soap warrior had made such an effort
to help him. Rev Marcel Dietler
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The Combi-Steam XSL with the
innovative GourmetSteam…
Cook at home like a maitre de
cuisine: programmed gourmet
recipes allow you to create the
finest menus at the touch of a
button.

The XSL perfectly demonstrates the
innovation, technology and design
integrity of the full range of
appliances available from V-ZUG,
which are available from premium
retailers throughout the UK, now
including Harrods in Knightsbridge.

For more information or to book an
appointment to visit The V-ZUG UK
Showroom and Experience Centre
call 0843 289 5759 or email
infouk@vzug.co.uk.

The Swiss Leader

The Swiss spirit of invention:
Gourmet menus at the touch of a button.

Enjoying afternoon tea at the embassy

The Conservative
peer had
become our great
soap enemy

“
Marcel preaching as
Papito the Clown.
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