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Visit of Doris Leuthard
As guest of FIFA, the President of the Swiss Confederation, Doris

Leuthard, accompanied by her husband, travelled to South Africa

to attend the opening ceremony of the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup.

thOn 11 of June, President
Leuthard paid a visit to the
Swiss Football Team at Vaal
University of Technology
(VUT) to encourage the
players, and then left for the
Soccer City Stadium in
Johannesburg where the
opening ceremony and the
first match between Bafana
Bafana and Mexico had to
take place. On this occasion,
she held short informal
bilateral talks with some
foreign representatives, in
particular with the American
Vice-President Joe Biden.

thDuring her stay (from 11 to
th13 of June), President

Leuthard, accompanied by
Ambassador Rudolf Baerfuss,
had the possibility to discover
many of the South African
wealth and beauties. As guest
of His Majesty King Kgosi,
King of Bafokeng, she
experienced a trip in the
depth of a Platinum mine, at
300 meters below the surface,
in the region of Rustenberg,
where she developed her
skills at extracting this raw
material which is one of the
most important export goods
to Switzerland. After a lunch

with the King and the General
Manager of the mine, she left
for Pilanesberg Game Reserve
to enjoy a cold but
fascinating game drive.

The main social event of the
visit of Mrs Leuthard was the
reception she hosted in
partnership with SwissCham
at the Swiss Residence in
Pretoria in honour of FIFA
President, Joseph S. Blatter,

thon 13 of June. About 300
guests, among them South
African authorities, foreign
diplomats representing the 32
participating countries,
members of the Swiss Football
Association and FIFA,
representatives of the Swiss
and South African business
community as well as media
and other guests took part in
the reception. They could
enjoy some Swiss traditions
like “raclette cheese” with
typical Swiss white wine, and
hearing the sound of 2
alphorns. During her speech,
President Leuthard
underlined the importance
that represents for South
Africa this World Cup since it
is the first event of this
magnitude ever organized on

von Moricz Bon Voyage Travel (Pty) Ltd
P.O. Box 785534 Sandton 2146

112 Pybus road off Catherine St, Sandton
Rep South Africa

Tel +27117833055 / Fax +27117834252
FAX +27866831967(Direct) / Cel 0834606253

gabor@bonvoyage.co.za
www.bonvoyage.co.za

that were travelling to the
matches of the Swiss soccer
team. The first station was
Durban, where Switzerland
played against Spain. The
Mobile Consulate was
stationed for four days in the
Fan Zone along the beach.
Swiss fans flocked to Durban
in big numbers. Many of our
compatriots stopped at the
Mobile Consulate in order to
find out what the van with
the Swiss cross and the Swiss
flag flying high was all about.
We distributed our telephone
number to all of them.
Thankfully most of them did
not encounter any problems
but were happy to know, that
the Swiss Government had
come up with this innovative
idea to take care of them in
case they needed it.

The problems we dealt with
were a lost passport and a

the continent. To express his
sincere thanks, Mr Blatter
offered Mrs Leuthard, as
souvenir, a miniature replica
of the Jules Rimet World Cup
Trophy. The reception
unfolded in a very friendly
and relaxed atmosphere, and
President Leuthard could still
attend the first halftime of
the match between Serbia
and Ghana at Loftus Versfeld
Stadium in Pretoria before
returning to Switzerland.

Consulate
During the soccer World
Cup the Swiss Mobile
Consulate has taken up its
services.

The three woman team from
Pretoria - Nadia, Cape Town -
Marianne and Kinshasa –
Marion, have been providing
consular assistance from a
van to the Swiss supporters

Swiss Mobile

Doris Leuthard and Joseph Blatter

The Swiss Mobile Consulate in action.

Continued/...
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Swiss person who urgently
needed a certified copy of a
passport in order to acquire
his tickets. The afternoon
before our departure we
received a phone call from a
Swiss citizen who had been
arrested by the immigration
office in Durban. We
immediately went to the
office to find out what had
happened. It turned out that
our compatriot had entered
the country without
following the proper
immigration procedures and
was therefore considered to
be illegally in South Africa.
We managed to avoid a night
in prison for him and finally
the problem could be solved.

After Durban we headed to
Port Elizabeth where
Switzerland played Chile. Our
Mobile Consulate was
stationed for three days in
the Fan Fest, where all the
matches are shown on a big
screen. In order to get
maximum visibility we parked
the van in immediate
proximity to the new stadium
on the day of the match. An
incredible number of fans
passed us on the way to the
stadium. The media showed a
lot of interest as well. While
writing this article it is
actually our last day in Port
Elizabeth. From here we will
be travelling to Bloemfontein
for the last Swiss match of the
group stage.

Marianne, Nadia, Marion

with Jean-Daniel
Gerber
On the occasion of the visit of
the Swiss Secretary of State
for Economic
Affairs, Jean-
Daniel Gerber,
SwissCham
organized a
dinner for its

SwissCham dinner

members with the Secretary
of State and his delegation,
130 people attended. In his
speech he reported that over
100 Swiss companies had
branches or production
facilities in South Africa,
providing over 35'000 jobs
and playing a significant role
in several sectors. In order to
meet the growing importance
of the South African market
for the Swiss export economy,
in 2004 the Swiss government
had taken steps to deepen its
economic relations with
emerging markets such as
South Africa.

At another SwissCham
Luncheon the members had
the opportunity to hear
Kuseni Dlamini, CEO of Old
Mutual giving a very
interesting presentation.

Swiss in Southern
Africa
On the Agenda of the March
2010 or Spring Session of
the Auslandschweizerrat
(ASR) there was a
presentation by your two
delegates Rolf Schudel and
Peter Muller on “The Swiss
in South(ern) Africa.
Particularly in view of the
World Cup, South Africa
was invited to present
itself.

Needless to say, it is a virtual
impossibility to truly reflect a
country as varied and diverse
such as South Africa in a mere
20 minutes. The presentation
was widely acclaimed at the
ASR meeting, and as a result,
copies were requested from as
far afield as New Zealand and
Morocco. The presentation
itself was complemented by
free tastings of South African
wines, liqueurs, glazed fruits
and biltong in the foyer of the
World Postal Union. Swiss
Review readers wishing to

Presentation of

obtain a free copy of the ASR
Power Point Presentation can
contact Peter Müller
(sargro@bluewin.ch).

The Summer Session of the
ASR will take place in St.
Gallen on Friday 20th August
2010. This meeting will be
extremely important because
the possibility of getting an
“Auslandschweizergesetz”
will be debated. The main
purpose is to promote and
strengthen the political
power of the Swiss Abroad, as
well as the legitimacy of the
Council (ASR).

For instance at present, your
two delegates are elected by
the 9 accredited Swiss Clubs
in South Africa. This
represents a Swiss
Membership of approximately

800 persons, which is not
even 10% of the almost 9000
Swiss registered in South
Africa. Yet at the ASR in
Switzerland, your two
delegates represent and speak
for ALL the Swiss registered in
South and indeed Southern
Africa (which includes
Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland,
Botswana and Mauritius).
Needless to say, this can
hardly be seen to be
legitimate, but it is better
than pure
nomination,
and it certainly
helps to
promote
membership of
local Swiss Clubs
in order to
promote “Swiss
political clout”.

While the
proposed Law
for the Swiss
Abroad is merely
a discussion
theme both in a
parliamentary
commission as
well as the ASR,

it would be helpful to your
two delegates, to receive any
views or ideas from readers of
the Swiss Review. Please
contact Peter Muller at
sargro@bluewin.ch. As soon
as there are more tangible
proposals, we will obviously
use the Swiss Review to
acquaint you with these.

Peter Müller

Swiss
Parliament in South
Africa
On June 28, 2010, Pascale
Bruderer Wyss, President
of the Swiss National
Council (see Swiss Review
April 2010), and her
husband Urs Wyss, arrived
for a one week private visit
to South Africa.

They started with a meeting
at the Swiss Embassy,
followed by a lunch at the
Swiss Residence and a City
Tour of Pretoria. It goes
without saying that the World
Cup constituted an important
part of their programme:
After the match Brazil - Chile
at Ellis Park in Johannesburg
they travelled to Cape Town to
attend another fascinating

Speaker of

Swiss Mobile Consulate (contd)
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game of the Round of 16:
Spain - Portugal. During the
following days they
discovered the beauties of
the Garden Route and arrived
in Port Elizabeth where they
paid a visit to IMBEWU-
Suisse, a remarkable NGO
promoting education, sports
and cultural exchanges in
several townships of Nelson
Mandela Bay.

Speaker of Swiss Parliament in
South Africa (contd)

JOHANNESBURG
Swiss Society Helvetia,

31 Moerdyk Ave, Vorna Valley,
Midrand, office:
Debora Lanz,

T/F 0118053039,
C 0826516152,

swissclubjhb@whoswho.co.za,
Swiss Country Club Rest.

«The Courier», Wolfgang Wollauz,
T/F 0118053040, C 0825610063,

Tue-Sat 11-21h30 Rest.,
11-24h Bar, Sun 10-17h

Website: Dining out
“The Courier”, conference

facilities.

During the World Cup our Swiss
friends as well as Restaurant
guests had a lot of fun and
enjoyed “ein gemütliches
Zusammensein” while watching
the Swiss and other matches.
Even the Vuvuzelas were part of
the atmosphere. Our traditional
Swiss National Day Celebration
was held on Sunday 1st of
August and our next big event
will be held on the 13th Nov.
with a “Folklore Evening” with
Sepp Wolf and 50 artists. Our
Clubs of Society: Afro Gugge,
Amicale Suisse Romande, Boccia,
Skittling Club. Associated
Groups: Swiss Choir, Swiss Rifle
Club, Swiss Golf, G.S.N.A. Senior
Swiss Circle meets every 2nd
Saturday of the month for

Lunch. Swiss Ladies meet every
4th Thursday of the month for
lunch; Evi Frei 011 673 4640.

Swiss Embassy 0124520660,
Swiss Society Alpina, Hans-Georg

Bosch, President,
T 0123478310, C 0825510222,
swissclub.pta@hbosch.com,
Biffy van Rooyen, Secretary,
swissclub.pta@hbosch.com

The first few months of this year
have been quite eventful. First
up was our Kegelabend at the
Swiss Club Johannesburg, where
Edi and Trudi Walliser took top
honours. The 1st prize were two
1st class tickets to the SWC
Switzerland-Honduras Game in
Boemfontein, sponsored by Swiss
Life. As the Wallisers could not
attend, the two tickets went to
the Boshoff brothers, who were
runners up. On 5th June there
was the Fondue Evening
attended by some 28 Fondue
Gourmets. A wonderful evening
was spent together with the
traditional Bingo and a Quiz. The
Bundesfeier will take place on
31st July at the Fountains. The
Weihnachtsfeier will be held at
the Church hall of the
Johannesgemeinde on 27th
November.

Swiss Consulate General
T 0214183665, Swiss Social

&Sports Club, Nick Eppenberger,
Nicky Rodrigues T 0722185759,

membership secretary:
eppenberger@telkomsa.net,

www.swissclub.co.za

Hanspeter Graber,
T/F 031 568 2457,

C 083 262 6107, hansg@saol.com
Philippe Lanz, Secretary
pl@swisscontact.co.za,

C 0824932673

JASS EVENINGS: Westville
Bowling Club House near the old
Westville Civic Centre, William
Lester Rd off Buckingham
Terrace 13/08, 10/09, 8/10,
12/11, 10/12/2010 (Price

PRETORIA

CAPE TOWN

SWISS CLUB NATAL

SWISS CLUB INFO AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Jassen). TARGET SHOOTING
PRACTICE: Dave Nicol Shooting
Range, Nottingham Rd/KZN
Midrand: 28/08, 25/09, 23/10,
27/11. Richmond
Outing:12/09/2010.
Green Bowling: 17/10/2010.
Weekend at Coleford near
Underberg in the Drakensberg:
5/11 - 7/11/2010.
Years end Braai: 5/12/2010.

Port Elizabeth

Walter Middleton,
President

T 0419641008,
comm.member Mark Krebser

C 0823281098,
T w 0413671422

Michael Holford,
Private Bag X2465,
Louis Trichardt 0920,
sftwater@mweb.co.za,

C 083 229 3787,
F 086 672 8576. Deputy

president: Quentin Morel,
quentin.morel@gmail.com,

C 082 396 3943

Hon. Consul K. Neuenschwander,
Veronica Strasse 22,

Ludwigsdorf, PO Box 9298,
Eros/Windhoek,
T+26461225116,
F +26461220104;

Schweizer Club, Peter Hess,
T +26461252943,
C +264811246890,

phess@iafrica.com.na

Ruedi Hofer,
Calabash Rest.,

T (h) +2684161095,
T (w) +2684161187,
C +2686028545,

calabash@swazi.net

Swiss Embassy,
Harare

(rep. Angola, Malawi+Zambia),
T +2634703997/8,
F +2634794925,

vertretung@har.rep.admin.ch

SWISS CLUBS EASTERN CAPE

SWISS CLUB FAR NORTH

NAMIBIA

SWAZILAND

ZIMBABWE
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308 Sea Point
Medical Centre
11 Kloof Road

Sea Point

(021) 434 5773

Swiss Chamber of Commerce

SWISSCHAM
SOUTHERNAFRICA -
SOUTHAFRICACHAPTER

Whether you are a small business, a medium size
company or a large corporation :

As a member you have unique networking and business
opportunities through our forums.

You will benefit from our communication platforms
and a wide variety of services.

For more details and an Application for Membership contact us today at
info@swisscham.co.za. Also visit our website at www.swisscham.co.za or www.scsa.ch

Ground Floor Building No. 7, Harrowdene Office Park
Western Service Road, Woodmead 2196

P.O.Box 1553, Gallo Manor 2052. Tel: 011 603 2498 Fax: 011 603 2499

SwissCham
Southern Africa

South
Africa
Chapter

JOHN RIDLEY FASSLER
MBBCh DipMid COG (SA) FCOG (SA) FRCOG

OBSTETRICIAN
& GYNAECOLOGIST

GINEKOLOOG en
VERLOSKUNDIGE

Office : (021) 887 9962 Residence : (021) 886 5628 Emergency : 082 567 8347
6 Oewer Park, Die Boord, Stellenbosch
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